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Editorial 
 
Welcome to issue 18.1 of The Redriffe Chronicle.  Spring is well and truly here. The clocks have gone forward 
and Easter is past us.  It is now time to look forward to what I consider to be the best part of the year.  
Everything is growing - the birds are nesting, the plants are getting established and thoughts turn to lazy summer 
days, so I hope that you will be joining the Society walks in June and July with Leo Hollis and Gary Jenkins. 
 
Our intrepid explorer-chairman, Claire Sexton, is back from her adventures in India.  I hope you enjoyed 
following her progress and exploits by virtue of her blog at http://bermondseygirlgoesbasmati.com of the three-
month "Indian Adventure" she undertook between October and January.  There are a number of pictures of 
Claire, the people she met and the places she visited in this issue. 
 
The people at Thames Discovery Programme (TDP) have, as usual, been very active, and training sessions for 
their FROG (Foreshore Recording and Observation Group) courses rapidly get fully booked.  There are some 
interesting jottings of their activities in this issue of your Chronicle, including the survey of the Bermondsey 
foreshore. 
 
There are also a number of pictures that relate indirectly to the talk about the medical records of Rotherhithe and 
Bermondsey given by Ross MacFarlane of the Wellcome Institute at our February meeting.  Alan Reid gave us 
some items belonging to his mother, Winifred Farthing, a few of which were in turn given to her in 1936 by the 
Medical Health Officer of Rotherhithe and Bermondsey on the opening of the Public Health Centre.   
 
You may remember there was a book review in the last issue of your Redriffe Chronicle.  The book was Jack the 
Ripper at Last? and written by Helena Wojtczak.  Helen was due to give a talk at our March meeting on George 
Chapman, the subject of the book, who was a Polish migrant.  He poisoned three young women and was at one 
time suspected of the notorious Whitechapel murders.  Unfortunately, Helena was unable to give the talk due to 
ill health.  However, I have written a short piece about George Chapman and his connection with Southwark, 
which you will find on page 13.  It gives a little more information than the book review did. 
 
It should not be forgotten that history is all around us.  The latest example is the five-foot long, 550lb German 
bomb uncovered recently on a Bermondsey building site in Grange Walk near the Red Cow pub.  An initial 
exclusion zone of 100 metres was put in force and then extended to 200 metres while the bomb was being 
defused by the Army in situ.  People were evacuated while the work was going on.  The bomb was taken to 
Chatham where it was detonated in a controlled explosion.  Apparently there may be many more lurking 
underground! 
 
If you have anything you would like to share with the Society then please send it to us, it can be put in the 
Reminiscences Section.  Memories soon become history so please let us have what you remember of living, 
working, shopping, being at school or anything else in Rotherhithe and Bermondsey.  Do you have any old 
photos?  We have already received some interesting snippets and pictures.  The Redriffe Chronicle editorial team 
welcomes material for publication from anyone relating to the Rotherhithe and Bermondsey areas and their 
inhabitants.   
 
The deadline for copy to be received for inclusion in the next edition of the Redriffe Chronicle (18.2 
Autumn 2015) is Sunday 13 September.  Please make a note of this in your diaries.  Don't be shy - get 
writing!   
 
Have a great summer 
 
Derek Kearey 
 
Please send all reports on Group Events, Main Articles and Reminiscences to:   
Derek Kearey - 8 Birch Avenue, West Parley, Ferndown, Dorset BH22 8PG     
email: d.kearey@btinternet.com 
 
An Apology 
The Committee wishes to apologise to those members who received a delayed October edition of the Redriffe 
Chronicle.  The Committee tries its best to ensure all members receive a copy in sufficient time, but on this 
occasion we accept that there were a few hiccups.  Going forward, we can assure you that future editions of the 
Redriffe Chronicle will be sent late-April/early-May and late-October/early-November each year. 
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Chair's Message 
 
Dear Members 
 
Hope you are all well.  As I came to write this note I was struck by how quickly six months have passed.  It 
would seem time is moving very fast and I am aware! 
As you know, for much of the last six months I was in India teaching street children English in a slum in 
Dharamasala.  I am pleased to say I had a fantastic time.  I made some beautiful friends and taught truly loving 
and beautiful children.  
 

 
 
I would like to say thank you to the committee for holding the fort while I was away, and to the members who 
gave me such a welcome on my return.  Included in this edition are pictures of the historical sites I was blessed 
to see, including Kangra Fort, St John in the Wilderness Church and the Taj Mahal. 
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Richard Turvey who has served as our treasurer and 
membership officer for the last 2 years.  Sadly, Richard has decided not to stand at our April AGM and thus will 
not continue in office.  We hope he will not be stranger and continue to attend at least one meeting a year! 
Thank you once again to Derek who has done a fantastic job editing the Redriffe Chronicle and to those who 
contributed to its content.  I would particularly like to thank Alan Reid who donated his mother’s souvenir 
booklet of the Bermondsey Public Health Centre opening in 1936 (in this issue) and Hilary Wright who donated 
pictures of the Rydal Boys' Club that was based in Bermondsey (these are held over for the next issue).  The 
club was first run by her grandfather and later her father from the 1930s through to 1960.  The items sent to us 
have been scanned and then donated to the Southwark Local History and Archive Library.  If you too have items 
which you would like to share please send them to Derek for the next edition.  
I shall leave you now to enjoy the spring edition of the Redriffe Chronicle.  I shall be looking for vegan cup cake 
recipes.  
 
Best wishes & much love 
 
Claire bermondsey85@gmail.com 
Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society Chair  
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GOSSIP AND TITBITS 
 
Docklands History Group 
 
Sixth Thames Shipbuilding Symposium - Docklands History Group Symposium 
 
The Docklands History Group is pleased to announce that it will be hosting the above Symposium which is to be 
held at the Museum of London Docklands at No1 Warehouse, West India Quay, Hertsmere Road, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 4AL on Saturday 9 May 2015 
 

Programme 
Chris Ellmers:  ‘Unfortunate in Business’ – John Dudman and the Grove Street Dockyard, Deptford, 
1790-1813 
Dr Ian Friel: Royal Shipbuilding on the Thames, 1509-1547  
Richard Endsor: Charles II and Shipbuilding at Deptford 
Professor Andrew Lambert: J M W Turner, Charles Napier, and the ‘Aaron Manby’ – the Iron Steam 
Boat and the Making of the British Century 
Alex Werner: Cultural and Industrial Transfer – Visiting Indian Shipwrights in Early Victorian London 
Des Pawson: The London Men and Women who made the Tools that made the Sails 
Stuart Rankin and Dr. Roger Owen: Thomas Howard (1796-1872) and the King and Queen Foundry 
(Rotherhithe Foundry) 
Dr. Brendan O’Farrell: Dudgeons, Millwall Shipbuilders, 1860-1877 
Dr. Roy Fenton: The SS ‘Robin’ and her Bow Creek Builders 
 
The Symposium will be jointly chaired by Professor Sarah Palmer and Professor Andrew Lambert. 
 
Doors open at 9.45am.  Start time is 10.30am and the event runs the whole day to 5.30pm.  Tickets are £35 (£30 
for DHG members) and are available online from the Thames Discovery Programme website or the Docklands 
History Group website where you can download the full programme.  You can also purchase the published 
proceedings of the last symposium held in 2012. 
 
Other DHG Events 
 
Wednesday 6th May - Fighting Fascism in the 1930s - A walk led by David Rosenberg  
During the walk David will tell the story of Mosley's attempted incursions into the East End in 1936 and 
Bermondsey in 1937 and the way he and his forces were met with successful grassroots resistance on both 
occasions (Dockers were crucial to this resistance).  David has written a book - Battle for the East End: Jewish 
Responses to Fascism in the 1930s, Five Leaves Publications, £9.99.  Details of the walk are to be advised nearer 
the date. 
 
Wednesday 3rd June - A glimpse at wooden boatbuilding on the Thames - A talk by Mark Edwards  
Mark is an especially interesting speaker because of his work on replication of historic Thames craft culminating 
with the Gloriana.  He has also built a replica - as close as could be determined - of a seventeenth century 
submarine which was reputed to have travelled a significant distance underwater along the Thames.  The replica 
was tried out in a BBC documentary. 
 
Wednesday 1st July - WW1 – Bombing The Docks - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  followed by a talk 
by Chris Everett 
Chris is a member of the DHG and was one of the speakers at the DHG’s recent World War 1 Conference. 
 
The Docklands History Group (DHG) usually meets on the first Wednesday of each month, excluding January.  
They have a varied events calendar, including talks that are held at the Museum of London Docklands, West 
India Quay (off Hertsmere Road) E14 4AL.  It is a converted West India Docks warehouse just north of Canary 
Wharf.  Talks start at 6.00pm and finish around 8.00pm.  Visitors are very welcome with a £2 suggested 
donation.   
 
For further information email: info@docklandshistorygroup.org.uk  
Their website is at: www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 
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Swap-A-Book 
 
The Swap-A-Book sessions, at our monthly meetings have proved very successful and are continuing.  The idea 
is simple - if you have books you no longer want please bring them along to a meeting and swap them with 
another.  There are just three rules: 
 
1. You can bring up to two books per meeting 
2. If you do not bring a book you can still take a book  
3. If the book you brought is not claimed you MUST take them home again.  
 
Guided Walks of Deptford Creek 
 
These guided walks continue to be very popular.  The next two walks are scheduled for 24 May and 21 June.  
Both days are Sundays and run between 11.00am and 1.00pm.  It is always best to get there 30 minutes before 
start time to get kitted up. 
Discoverers are supplied with thigh-length waders and sticks to help keep balance and are guided by people 
passionate about the Creek, its history and wildlife.  Participants need to be over 8 years old.   
Walks last about two-and-a-half hours from booting-up to returning to the streets of London.  Booking is 
essential to guarantee a place, so contact the Creekside Discovery Centre, 14 Creekside, Deptford SE8 4SA; Tel 
0208 692 9922; email info@creeksidecentre.org.uk to book a place.   
They guarantee some good, clean muddy fun! 
Cost:  Adults £10.00; Children (8 to 16) and Concessions £8.50; Family of 2 Adults & 2 Children £30.00 
 
LAMAS 
 
London and Middlesex Archaeological Society Lecture Series 
Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place in the Clore Learning Centre at the Museum of London on Tuesday 
evenings at 6.30pm – with refreshments from 6pm. 
Meetings are open to all; members may bring guests, and non-members are welcome. Please note non-members 
are asked to make a donation of £2 towards lecture expenses. 
12 May 2015 - The Official London Blue Plaques Scheme, 1866 to the Present Day - Howard Spencer, Blue 
Plaque Historian, English Heritage 
 
Thames Discovery Programme (TDP) 
 
What is the FROG? 
The FROG is the Foreshore Recording & Observation Group.  It is made up of 400+ volunteers who have been 
fully trained in foreshore recording techniques and health & safety, and have been certificated by the TDP.  The 
FROG members work with the TDP archaeologists to record the archaeology of the foreshore during the 
summer season fieldwork, assist with training sessions for new members, participate in outreach events and 
monitor the archaeology of the key sites of archaeological interest found on the Thames foreshore.  We hope that 
the FROG community continues to take responsibility for monitoring these key sites and other areas with 
archaeological remains on the foreshore for many years to come! 
If you are interested in joining the FROG, information about future training events and other activities will be 
posted on the News and Events page.  You can also search the FROG Blog archives for information about 
specific sites and check the Links and Discover pages of their website for more online information about 
London, archaeology and the river. 
 
Rotherhithe Foreshore Walk - 21 May 2015 
Join the Thames Discovery Programme to explore the foreshore at Rotherhithe, in the London Borough of 
Southwark.  See the Foreshore Recording and Observation Group in action, look for artefacts and learn more 
about maritime activity on the waterfront. 
Please meet at Hanover Stairs (nearest railway station: Rotherhithe) at 10.00am.  This walk for adults will take 
place on the foreshore and sturdy walking boots or wellingtons are advised.  Please note that the foreshore 
surface can be very uneven.  In case of inclement weather, the walk may be postponed or cancelled.  Do contact 
us if you have any questions about the event. 
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Bankside Walk - 21 June 2015 
Join the Thames Discovery Programme for a summer walk along the south bank foreshore, find artefacts and 
learn more about the fascinating history and archaeology of Bankside. 
We will be meeting at the Globe Stairs at 11.00am.  This walk is suitable for adults, and wellington or walking 
boots are recommended!  Please note that in the event of inclement weather this walk may be postponed or 
cancelled.  Also, please note that we are unable to issue to refunds in the event of non-attendance without prior 
notice. 
Tickets £8 from the TDP website. 
 
If you would like to get involved in the Thames Discovery Programme they are at: Museum of London 
Archaeology, Mortimer Wheeler House, 46 Eagle Wharf Road N1 7ED.  Tel: 0207 410 2207.  Alternatively you 
can email either Nathalie Cohen at n.cohen@thamesdiscovery.org or Elliott Wragg at 
e.wragg@thamesdiscovery.org.  Visit the TDP website: http://www.thamesdiscovery.org for further 
information. 
 
Greenwich Industrial History Society 
 
The current programme for Greenwich Industrial History Society is as follows: 
 
12 May - The rise and fall of Robert Cocking, experimental parachutist - Anthony Cross 
16 June - The standard gauge railways of the Royal Arsenal - Ian Bull 
21 July - The Origins of Youth Clubs and London's Expansion - Terry Powley 
15 September - Merryweathers of Greenwich - Neil Nennett 
13 October - Sir Francis Joseph, the forgotten industrialist Neil Bennett - John King 
17 November - Enderby Wharf Event and discussion 
 
Meetings start at 7.30 in The Old Bakehouse, Bennett Park, SE3 (rear of Age Exchange).  There is NO parking 
available. 
Contact Mary Mills - marymillsmmmmm@aol.com 
 
ARTICLE - SURVEY OF THE BERMONDSEY FORESHORE 
 
Surveys of the foreshores at Rotherhithe and Bermondsey have been undertaken by TDP in recent years 
and the results published on their website.  The Rotherhithe survey was printed in the last issue of 
Redriffe Chronicle.  The following is a description for Bermondsey and is reproduced by kind permission 
of Elliott Wragg: 
 
Bermondsey FSW01 
 
The zone is approximately 580m long and 50m wide; it is bounded upstream by St Saviours Dock and ends just 
upstream of Cherry Garden pier.  There is a single access point to the zone at Fountain Stairs: these are of 
modern concrete with a handrail.  The ground conditions on the site are generally firm (gravels) with 
considerable deposition at the top of the foreshore.  The area immediately in front of Chambers Wharf can be 
hazardous with some unstable surface areas. 
 
Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
Prehistoric 
A significant quantity of prehistoric material has been found at the ‘dead low’ water line; this assemblage 
included a flint core of Mesolithic type; a mace head worked from a naturally perforated stone, which may be 
Neolithic in date; flint tempered pottery of likely Earlier Neolithic date; as well as at least a dozen sherds of 
unabraded Later Neolithic Peterborough Ware which may be derived from an eroding pit.  Other significant 
finds included a serrated barbed and tanged bone arrowhead which may also be of Neolithic date.  Burnt flint 
and molluscs were also found.  It was thought this material may have been derived from erosion of in situ 
bedded horizons which may well extend southwards within the well-preserved foreshore sequence under the 
jetty.  Such deposits may represent activity on the shoreline during the Neolithic when the river level may have 
been around -1.8m OD and the area of the site would have been relatively dry land.  Two archaeological 
investigations within 0.5km of the site have produced evidence of ploughing dating to the Neolithic or Early 
Bronze Age.  Later Bronze Age evidence in Southwark relates to the exploitation of the wetlands, with 
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trackways of logs at Bramcote Grove, and a possible platform or landing stage at Bricklayers Arms.  A Bronze 
Age dagger has been found at a wharf in the general area around the site, and the chape from a scabbard on the 
foreshore at the upstream end of Chambers Wharf.  Adjacent to the present site, alluvium and peat deposits 
produced burnt and struck flint fragments suggesting low scale human activity in the area.  The Iron Age is 
represented by a dagger in the remains of its sheath, as well as a Late Iron Age coin. 
 
Roman 
Rising water levels meant that higher ground was probably prone to flooding and thus not suitable for 
settlement.  Signs of Roman occupation in the area surrounding the site principally comprise field and drainage 
ditches all on the higher ground of Horselydown Eyot to the west.  To the east of the site, at Cherry Garden Pier, 
Roman burials have been found including three cremation urns.  During the later Roman period a further period 
of transgression occurred suggesting that the present site would have been more deeply inundated than earlier in 
the Roman period. 
 
Early and Later Medieval 
The absence of Saxon (c. AD 450 to 1066) finds 
implies that no settlement or agriculture was 
practicable in the area.  Late Saxon waterfronts in 
the City were susceptible to a number of serious 
floods which destroyed them and deposited 
substantial silt accumulations in very brief 
periods.  However, partly as a result of these silt 
accumulations, the ground level was raised and 
land reclaimed.  In Bermondsey, this may have 
allowed at least seasonal use of the land for water 
meadows.  The name Horselydown derives from 
Horseidune (12th century) which means “hill by 
the horse marsh”, suggesting that livestock may 
have grazed around the site in summer.  To the 
west of the site, St Saviour’s Dock was 
constructed in about 1250 by the monks of 
Bermondsey Abbey and evidence of medieval land reclamation has been discovered at Adlards Wharf.  Chalk 
foundations at c2.4 to 2.9m OD excavated at Jacob’s Island are thought to have been part of a medieval mill.  
East of the site at Cherry Garden Pier, a clay-filled channel contained a large Saxon timber resting against a 
wattle structure, possibly the remains of a revetment.  Immediately adjacent to Chambers Wharf, a sequence of 
medieval deposits filling a stream channel has been excavated.  A layer of chalk fragments may possibly have 
been part of a barge bed and postholes through it suggested a fish trap or weir.  The stream was later blocked, 
probably in the 13th century, when an embankment was constructed along the river’s edge, called Bermondsey 
Wall or Rotherhithe Wall. 
 
Post Medieval 
17th and 18th century cartographic evidence is 
somewhat contradictory with regard to the spread of 
development along the riverfront; some stylised details 
appear on both Faithorne and Newcourt’s map of 1658 
and Rocque’s map of 1746.  Unsurprisingly, much of 
the local industry appears linked with the river and the 
boats or ships using it and a number of key waterfront 
features were noted.  These include ‘East Stairs’ (later 
‘East Lane Stairs’) and ‘Three Mariners Stairs’ plus at 
least two ropewalks laid out in the immediate 
hinterland.  The ‘Buildings and Encroachments on the 
River Thames’ (1684) survey shows some of the 
properties along the river frontage.  In the western part 
of the site lay Mr Hugin’s Yard and William Ebbin’s 
Wharf, 35 feet wide, and to the east an anonymous area 
68 feet wide to the west of Three Mariners Stairs.  Stanford’s map of nearly two hundred years later shows the 
replacement of ‘Mariners Stairs’ with Glendinnings Wharf.  The Ordnance Survey map of 1872 shows that some 
relatively minor land reclamation occurred along the waterfront since 1799, in particular around the ‘Fore & Aft 
Dry Dock’ to the west.  Running from this dry dock eastwards along the waterfront, were ‘East Lane Wharf’, 

The FROG team cleaning a nautical timber 

Nautical timbers and severe erosion on the 
Rotherhithe foreshore 
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Glendinning’s Wharf, three buildings labelled ‘Granaries’, ‘Sunderland Wharf’ and another ‘Granary’, as well as 
unnamed buildings.  A narrow gap between the last Granary and the next group of (unnamed) buildings is 
labelled ‘Free Landing Way’.  This may be the remnant of, or perhaps a substitute for, Mariners Stairs. 
The OS map of 1971 shows the results of the major changes made to the buildings and road layout in and around 
the site in the third quarter of the 20th century.  The new buildings forming Chamber’s Wharf had split 
Bermondsey Wall, the road, in two.  An extensive new wharf and buildings had been built with minor land 
reclamation to straighten out the river frontage and further buildings extending around open yards and alleys to 
the south.  The jetty on the frontage has helped to preserve a unique sequence of Thames foreshore deposits. 
Numerous archaeological excavations and find spots in the vicinity have produced post-medieval remains.  
Records in the GLSMR from the immediate vicinity of Chambers Wharf describe evidence for activities relating 
to 17th to 19th century wharves, stairs, bollards, barges and other features, mostly linked to the foreshore and 
activity on the adjacent bank.  The large and varied assemblage of features on the foreshore in front of Chambers 
Wharf includes nautical and riverfront items, notably a ship’s capstan (windlass), as well as finds related to dry 
land occupation and industry such as artefacts from sugar refining.  Traces of a possible timber fish-trap at -
2.55m to -3.09m OD, previously thought to be prehistoric, are now also dated to the post-medieval period.  
Adjacent to Chambers Wharf, levelling and consolidation dumps prepared the reclaimed ground for two phases 
of 17th and 18th-century buildings with brick cellars, associated with the development of wharfage in the area.  
These were in turn levelled and replaced with 19th-century and more recent docking and industrial activity.  
These numerous post-medieval finds represent the development of occupation and industry related to the river 
and provide a context for the observations of a brick floor and what are probably consolidation or reclamation 
dumps found during excavations on the Chambers Wharf site.  The oldest structural remains on the site were to 
the east where the substantial remains of an 18th to 19th century warehouse were visible along Loftie Street.  
Further 19th century wall fragments were noted in other areas of the site incorporated into the 20th century 
buildings.  During the 1930s, large cold storage warehouses were built including a dock along the Thames 
riverbank.  Later additions to Chambers Wharf were made in the 1950s, resulting in the series of large buildings 
recently demolished during redevelopment of the site. 
 
A Blog (or two) from a FROG 
 
When Rotherhithe had Timber Ponds . . . Peckham had a Canal! 
Many people across London know that there is a specialist timber merchants, Whitten Timber, in the centre of 
Peckham next to the library, but probably very few of them know why it is there.  I have only just found out the 
reason behind it.  In fact, four generations of the Whitten family have traded in the area, beginning with William 
Henry Whitten in 1919.  The reason why he could trade quite easily in such a bulky, heavy material as timber 
right down in south London was that, in those days, Peckham had a canal.  It was part of the Grand Surrey 
Canal, opened in 1807, which ran from Rotherhithe through Deptford to Camberwell, with a branch off 
southwards ending in Peckham, which opened in 1826.  Originally the intention was to take it as far as 
Portsmouth! 
The canal started from the Surrey Commercial Docks in Rotherhithe, which specialised in the timber trade from 
the Baltic and North America.  Timber was unloaded and the larger pieces stored in timber ponds.  In 1914 there 
were six of them covering much of the Rotherhithe peninsula.  The larger timbers were stored stapled together in 
rafts in the ponds, so that they didn’t dry out before they were needed.  Planks and boards were stacked on the 
wharves to dry, sometimes in sheds.  They were shifted by hand by deal porters, wearing protective leather 
headgear and aprons.  It was a very tough and skilled job.  Rotherhithe’s links with the timber trade survive in 
the names of the old docks, Canada Water and Russia Dock Woodland, and in the three Scandinavian churches 
in the area: Swedish, Norwegian and Finnish. 
 
Canal barges pulled by horses were used to transport the timber and the canal was also used to transport 
limestone for cement and by the South Metropolitan Gas Company to take coal to the gasworks on the Old Kent 
Road.  In the later 19th century, the canal authorities charged for fishing licences, a local pub hired out rowing 
boats and there was also swimming and illegal dog racing going on around the canal.  It began to decline after 
the Second World War when lorries became the dominant means of transport and then, after the Surrey docks 
closed in 1971, the canal was redundant.  It became polluted and filled with rubbish and the PLA and Southwark 
Borough Council decided in 1974 to fill it in.  Nowadays you can follow the line by bike or on foot from 
Peckham through into Burgess Park, which makes a nice walk, and you can admire the two handsome old canal 
bridges going over the path.   
Margaret Sparks - December 2014 
 
Peg Together Your Wooden Ship - Quite a lot about Treenails 
Trennel, trunnel, trenail, treenail – great words for a rather humble object, one that we’ve all seen when drawing 
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nautical timbers with the TDP.  It seems 
a rather basic way of fastening together 
a ship, but wood has the major 
advantage that, unlike copper or iron, it 
doesn’t corrode in seawater. 
 
I’d never given much thought to how 
they were made although, once you 
think about it, you’d obviously need an 
awful lot even for one ship let alone a 
fleet.  Then I read about the excavations 
at Pacific Wharf in Rotherhithe where 
treenails were found in the ships’ 
timbers re-used in 17th and 18th century 
river walls.  They came in three sizes 
there and apparently there was a “rule of 
thumb” for the relation of treenail size to the size of vessel - one inch for every 100 feet of ship.  They were all 
made of oak.  They were not round but eight or sixteen-sided.  The logs to make them were cut into four-foot 
lengths and then split into billets, not sawn, as this made them stronger.  The rough billets were trimmed to a 
square section with a keen hatchet then shaped to eight or sixteen sides with a drawknife.  
 
The head of the treenail was usually left square, or at least larger than the shank, to act as a head.  The treenail 
was hammered into the hole and the head cut off flush with the planking.  It was then usually split and expanded 
to lock tight.  A wedge might be driven in to lock the treenail in.  If you’ve ever drawn a treenail which is round, 
but has a square shape within it, you’ve seen the wedge.  There is a good photo of this on the Institute of 
Nautical Archaeology’s website, about the 1619 Warwick Wreck Project in Bermuda.  Sawn-off blunt points and 
heads of treenails are found on post-medieval waterfront sites in London.  I checked to see if the London 
Archaeological Archive and Research Centre (search term trenail) had any.  They have fifty, mostly from the 
Baynards Castle site in the City, but they don’t illustrate any of them online. 
 
Where were they made? 

“The making of treenails for ship, barge and boat building along the Thames was a specialised craft, with 
large yards (such as that at Blackwall) and naval facilities having their own treenail makers even as late as the 
mid 19th century." 
I thought I might find some in online directories, although these are a bit late for what was presumably the 
heyday of treenail making, but in the Post Office London Directory for 1882, George Stephen Morgan is listed 
as a treenail maker at 36 Gill Street, Limehouse, and he’s there two years later, in 1884, along with James G 
Morgan in Poplar and again in 1895 at a different Limehouse address.  In 1891, a firm called Bayliss, Jones & 
Bayliss is listed as Railway Key and Treenail Manufacturers in Cannon Street by which time possibly the 
treenails are being made for the railways.  Even by 1915, the British Timber Works in Dorking are still listed as 
making treenails. 
 
I expect there’s a good deal more to know about treenails and their manufacture.  I still do not really understand 
when or why treenails were used in preference to nails.  If I find anything interesting I will keep you posted. 
Margaret Sparks - Feb 2015 
 
ARTICLE - TIDE, TIME AND TALENTS by Caroline Derry 
 
Following last September's Open House Weekend, where many normally-closed buildings are opened to the 
public free-of-charge, Caroline Derry posted a blog on her website: http://carolineld.blogspot.co.uk.  She has 
kindly given permission for us to reproduce the blog in this edition of the Redriffe Chronicle.   
 
There%was%a%double%dose%of%Victorian%history%at%one%Open%House%property%in%Rotherhithe.%%The%Old%Mortuary,%
now%the%home%of%Time%and%Talents,%is%unassuming%but%has%a%great%deal%of%interest.%%
 
First,% the%mortuary% was% built% in% 1895% to% deal% with% bodies% found% in% the% Thames.% %Many% were%washed% up% in%
Rotherhithe%and%fees%paid%to%the%finder%C%with%more%money%if%an%inquest%was%held%and,%perhaps,%a%reward%from%
the%family%of%the%deceased.%%One%factor%for%the%finder%to%consider%was%just%how%much%the%retrieval%was%worth;%
Rotherhithe%paid%more%than%some%neighbouring%areas%such%as%Deptford.%%There%was%therefore%a%steady%supply%

A "treenail" in situ - Image courtesy of the Institute of Maritime 
History: Seal Cove Shipwreck Project 
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of%bodies%arriving%here%from%the%river.%%
%
However,% they% needed% to% be% dealt% with% efficiently% and% hygienically;% an% area% in% which% Old$ and$ New$
London%suggested% the% city%was% lacking.%Published% in%1878,% it%quoted% 'a% correspondent% in%a%weekly% journal'% at%
length:%
It$would$be$reasonable$to$suppose$that$with$an$average$of$some$150$to$200$of$these$bodies$requiring$attention$
every$year$there$would,$at$proper$ intervals$along$the$river@banks,$and$at$no$great$distance$from$the$river,$be$
found$not$only$mortuaries$of$the$most$complete$and$perfect$construction,$but$every$facility$ for$conveying$the$
bodies$ to$ them.$Such,$however,$ is$by$no$means$ the$ case.$ ...$ The$ idea$of$a$ corpse—it$may$be$ in$an$advanced$
stage$of$decomposition—being$dragged$from$the$river,$ laid$in$a$filthy$shell,$and$carried$upon$men's$shoulders$
for$ a$ distance$ of$ two$ miles,$ and$ that,$ perhaps,$ in$ the$ height$ of$ summer,$ is$ something$ most$ revolting,$ and$
altogether$discreditable$to$those$who$are$responsible$for$it.$$In$other$cases$the$distance$is$not$so$great,$but$the$
accommodation$for$properly$dealing$with$the$dead$is$altogether$wanting.$...$The$discussion$that$has$lately$been$
going$ on$ as$ to$ the$ best$method$ of$ finally$ disposing$ of$ the$ dead,$ is$ no$ doubt$ a$ very$ important$ one;$ but$ it$ is$
evident$that$in$London$at$least$we$have$not$as$yet$given$anything$like$sufficient$attention$to$the$disposal$of$the$
dead$during$the$interval$between$death$and$the$final$solemnity,$whatever$it$may$be.$%
 
Twenty% years% after% this% account% was% published,%
Rotherhithe%got% this%new%mortuary% (Tower%Bridge%would%
house% another).%% Its% creation% was% entirely% practical:% the%
building%was%designed%by%the%vestry%surveyor%and%built%by%
the% cheapest% builder% to% quote% for% the% job.% % The% budget,%
including% for% postCmortem% scales,% was% £999;% it% was%
exceeded%by%only%11%shillings%and%threepence.% 
 
The% rooms% included% infectious% and% nonCinfectious%
mortuaries,%post%mortem%room%and%a%microscopic% room.%%
In% fact,% the% infectious% mortuary% doesn't% seem% to% have%
been%used%for%that%purpose%and%became%a%chapel%of%rest.%%
Other% facilities% included% a% viewing% lobby% for% those% who%
came% seeking% to% identify% corpses.% % There%were% drainage%
channels% in% the% floors,% hooks% in% the% ceiling,% and% a% slate%
table% in% the% post% mortem% room.% % There% were% also%
fireplaces,% perhaps% not% the% ideal% amenity% in% the%
circumstances.%%The%mortuary%operated%until%1965.%%%
Second,% the%Time%and%Talents%Association%has%an%equally%
venerable% association%with% the% area.% % It% was% founded% in%
1887%by%women%who%wanted%to%address%both%the%waste%of%
protected% young% ladies'% time% and% talents% and% the%
conditions%of%young%working%women%in%this%area.%%Their%programme%of%education%and%social%work%has%evolved%
over% the% following% century% or% so% and% today% they% run% the% premises% as% a% community% centre.% % It% runs% many%
activities,%with%a%particular%focus%on%young%children%and%the%overCfifties,%and%moved%to%the%former%mortuary%in%
1980.%%Among%the%activities%taking%place%there%are%the%meetings%of%Rotherhithe%and%Bermondsey%Local%History%
Group. 
Caroline Derry - Caroline writes about many aspects of London historical.  Visit her website (above) for more 
blogs of interest. 
 
The following two pages consist of photographs of our chairman Claire's trip to India 
 
Some notes on the pictures 
Kangra Fort is the oldest fort in India.  It was believed that the 1905 earthquake, which destroyed most of the 
fort, was the wrath of God for building the palace above the Temple, including Laxmi Temple.  Laxmi means 
beauty, prosperity, love and wealth.  It was given to Claire as her Indian name. 
St John's Church in the Wilderness is the oldest Christian church in North India.  The 1905 earthquake broke the 
church bell in the bell-tower.  A replacement bell was made at a famous bell maker in Whitechapel but was 
found to be too big to hang in the bell-tower so it now lives inside the church.  The Golden Temple is the holiest 
place for Sikhs.  It serves food as an offering to an average 43,000 people daily. 

One of the fireplaces mentioned in the text 
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St John's Church in the Wilderness 

Laxmi Temple inside Kangra Fort 

The Golden Temple 

The Taj Mahal 
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Claire at Kangra Fort 

Claire reading with Aakashi in day care 

Claire with the Street Children she taught in an Indian slum 
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ARTICLE - GEORGE CHAPMAN AND HIS  CONNECTION WITH SOUTHWARK 
 
Born in Poland in 1865, Seweryn Kłosowski trained as a feldsher (the equivalent to a nursing assistant).  He 
came to Britain (the east end of London) in either 1887 or 1888.  He lived in several different places and for a 
number of years he ran barber's shops. 
 
He married Lucja (Lucy) Baderska (another Polish immigrant) in 1889.  In 1891 they spent several months in 
USA.  They had two children.  One survived - Cecilia born 1892.  In 1894, the couple separated and Kłosowski 
had a short affair with a woman called Annie Chapman.  In 1895, he met Mary Spink whilst living in 
Leytonstone who already had an illegitimate boy called Willie.  Mary had a large inheritance.  By this time 
Kłosowski had changed his name to George Chapman.  They moved to Hastings about 1896 but moved back to 
London in 1897 where they opened a beer shop.  Mary became very fond of the drink.  Chapman acquired some 
tartar emetic which, in small doses, was given to people to wean them off the drink.  Tartar emetic contains 
antimony so it is also a poison depending on dosage.  It induces acute abdominal pain, vomiting and diarrhea.  
Thus, if continued, the person would eventually waste away in a slow lingering painful death.  Mary died in 
December 1896 and Chapman got all her money. 
 
Three months later he met Bessie Taylor.  In 
1898, they moved (with Annie Chapman's son, 
Willie) to Bishops Stortford in Hertfordshire 
and ran a pub there for six months before 
moving back to London.  Willie, now 10, was 
dumped in the workhouse.  The couple took up 
running The Monument pub in Lambeth.  After 
they had been together for 2½ years Bessie 
started having stomach problems.  Like Mary 
before, Chapman always prepared Bessie's 
meals alone, away from prying eyes.  Bessie 
died in February 1901. 
 
In August 1901, Chapman saw an 
advertisement in a paper, put in by Maud 
Marsh, who was seeking employment as a 
barmaid-housekeeper.  Chapman employed her 
and two weeks later he proposed.  She was only 
18 - half Chapman's age - and her family protested.  Nevertheless, they "married" in October.  It seems to have 
been a sham marriage in that they left one afternoon in October only to return a few hours later to say they were 
married.  Later that month Chapman set fire to The Monument pub in what is believed to have been an insurance 
scam although he got little or no money out of it in the end. 
 
November 1901 saw Chapman and Maud take over The Crown pub in Borough High Street.  Also, by this time, 
Maud was pregnant but it is alleged that he performed an illegal abortion on her.  Around this time Chapman got 
caught up with a convicted conman, Alfred Clark (who had been in prison for fraud), and his female accomplice, 
Hilda Oxenford.  They borrowed small amounts of money off Chapman using worthless share certificates as 
security.  When Clark reneged on the loans, Chapman took him to court alleging that the amounts borrowed 
were one hundred times as much of the original loans.  He won the case and Clark received 3years and 2months 
in prison (Hilda was found innocent). 
 
Soon after this event Maud began having stomach problems.  The doctor was unable to diagnose what was 
wrong with her and she ended up in hospital.  As soon as she was away from Chapman and his "meals" she 
began to recover.  When she returned home she started getting worse again.  Maud's family called in another 
doctor as they had become suspicious.  Maud's mother stated that if Maud died she would pay for a private post 
mortem.  Maud did die on 22 October 1902.  The post mortem revealed large amounts of poison in her body.  
The coroner and police were informed. 
Chapman was arrested on 25 October and taken to Southwark police station and then to Brixton prison while 
investigations took place.  The news created a sensation with crowds at each of the hearings that Chapman 
attended at the coroner's court and at the police court.  It was national news.  While the hearings were taking 
place the bodies of both Mary Spink and Bessie Tylor were exhumed.  Considering the length of time they had 
been buried their bodies were in remarkable condition - antimony was known to speed up the mummification 
process.  The coroner's court returned a verdict of willful murder. 

George Chapman with Bessie Taylor 
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Chapman was to be tried at the Central Criminal 
Court (The Old Bailey) for the murder of Maud 
Marsh but meanwhile he appeared several times 
at Southwark police court to answer to the 
murders of Mary Spink and Bessie Taylor.  
Numerous witnesses were called from places 
where Chapman had previously lived to give 
evidence - all told a similar story.  The trial at the 
Old Bailey began on 16 March 1903 and lasted 
four days.  The jury took just twelve minutes to 
reach a guilty verdict.  He was taken to 
Wandsworth prison and hanged at 9.00am on 7 
April. 
 
The first mention in the press that Chapman could 
possibly be Jack the Ripper appeared in The 
Chronicle on 23 March and, by 28 March, 
Madame Tussaud's had a waxwork of him on 
display in their Chamber of Horrors which was 
not removed until the 1960s after it had been damaged by fire.  Also, 28 March saw a petition (this was before 
"appeals" came into being) sent to the Home Secretary on Chapman's behalf but it was unsuccessful.  Very soon 
the newspapers were full of the George Chapman and Jack the Ripper story.  No connection was proved then 
and even now theories about the identity of Jack the Ripper abound with numerous possibilities. 
 
RECENT SOCIETY EVENTS 
 
Talk - Taking London's Pulse: Rotherhithe and Bermondsey - by Ross MacFarlene of the 
Wellcome Museum, 25 February 2015 
 
Our February talk was given by Ross MacFarlene about the medical records of Rotherhithe and Bermondsey, 
and what they tell us about the Medical Health Officer (MHO).  Although I currently have no write-up, Alan 
Reid wrote to us from Norfolk about his mother, Winifred Farthing.  His letter, dated 4 February 2015, is 
transcribed below: 
 
Dear%Claire%
%
Please%find%enclosed%items%relating%to%Bermondsey%as%promised.%
Mum%died%last%year%and%I%enclose%items%which%may%be%of%interest.%
Mum%was%Winifred%Ellen%Farthing,%daughter%of%Winifred%and%Frank%Farthing.%
They%lived%at%9%Jarvis%Building,%Leroy%Street,%Bermondsey.%%I%think%this%is%now%known%as%Stuart%Building.%
The%typed%transcript%with%the%newspaper%relates%to%the%story%below%the%pencilled%arrow.%
The%transcript%of%the%letter%is%guesswork%with%some%words%and,%unfortunately,%the%letter%is%not%dated.%%However%
I%can%narrow%it%down%to%between%1921%and%1925.%%Frank%Farthing%died%in%1925.%
Her%two%brothers%Nobby%and%Lally%(referred%to%in%the%letter)%both%died%young%from%diptheria.%%Mum%was%born%on%
31st%December%1920%which%was%the%date%of%the%Daily%News%Article,%which%refers%to%her%imminent%birth.%
She%had%two%younger%sisters,%Daisy%and%Clara.%
The%1908%contract%is%interesting%but%clearly%did%not%make%Frank's%fortune.%
Mum%was%always%very%proud%to%be%a%Bermondsey%girl.%%Although%as%an%adult%she%lived%all%over%London%it%was%her%
spiritual%home.%
Hope%all%this%is%useful%and%if%I%come%across%anything%else%I%will%send%it%to%you.%
Best%wishes%
%
Alan%Reid%(son)%%
 
Some of the items given to us by Alan include certificates that his mother received from the MHO.  She was also 
given a souvenir brochure when the health centre in Grange Road opened, a feature in Ross MacFarlene's talk.  
The scanned items are on the next few pages. 

George Chapman with Maud Marsh 
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1908 Contract for a Bicycle 
Invention 

Certificate of Merit from the Medical 
Officer of Health 1933 

1920 Original Newspaper Article 
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Good Conduct Certificate from Webb Street School 1933 

Second Class Swimming Certificate from London Schools 
Swimming Association 1933 

School Leaving Certificate 1934 
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Original letter to Winifred from her husband Frank 1936 

Transcript of the above letter to Winifred 
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Help Wanted 
 
King and Queen Iron Works, Rotherhithe 
 
Hello History Society 
 
I wonder whether you can help me find the location of an iron foundry that was located in Rotherhithe. 
 
Howard, Ravenhill and Co ran a very well 
regarded foundry in the first half of the 19th 
century called the King and Queen Iron 
Works, Rotherhithe, London.  My interest in 
this foundry is that they supplied the chain 
links for the Chain Bridge over the Danube at 
Buda-Pesth built between 1839-49 to the 
designs of William Tierney Clark who was the 
Engineer of Waterworks in Hammersmith (his 
one remaining chain bridge in this country is 
at Marlow in Buckinghamshire). 
 
I have visited the John Harvard Library.  It has 
several maps showing the King and Queen 
Wharf but no sign of any foundry nearby.  I 
would be grateful if you could point me to a 
map that indicates the works or any other 
information. 
 
I attach a picture of the original chains made in Rotherhithe (kept at the Transport Museum in Budapest, 
Hungary). 
 
Yours sincerely 
Sandor Vaci RIBA - 22 Sussex Street, London SW1V 4RW 
Tel: 020 7834 7633 - Mob: 07785 780288 
Email: vaci@dsl.pipex.com  

 
Crowleys Brewery Alton and the Dog & Duck and King & Queen pubs, Rotherhithe 
 
I am carrying out research into the history of Crowleys Brewery Alton and have a number of documents on the 
above two pubs together with plans and letters referring to the court case in 1910 against the PLA regarding the 
Dog and Duck and wonder if your society has any photos and or info on the pubs.  
 
Regards 
Geoff Dye (dye.helen@gmail.com)  
 
And one from Australia - Bryan Donkin and Tin Cans 
 
Hi 
  
My name is Heather Milhench and I live in South Australia. 
  
I am a member of a local historical society and have been asked to do a presentation on 'Tin Cans'!  My research 
on this topic [via the internet] has revealed some information about Bryan Donkin and his tin can factory in 
Southwark Park Road.  I believe that there is a 'small white plaque' in a present-day school car park that marks 
the site of the factory.  
 
I would be interested in obtaining a photo of this plaque and if possible a picture of the factory.  Both Cherry 
Garden and St James schools have kindly responded to my enquiry - but the plaque is not in their car parks.  
Unfortunately I have not had a response from the Harris Academy about this. 
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Are you able to help me in this quest? 
  
Regards 
Heather (milhench@esc.net.au) 
 
Editor - I replied to Heather suggesting that she try Southwark Local History Library.  She replied - 
 
Thank you for this information.  I contacted the Southwark Library as you suggested and they were most helpful.  
They provided details of the location of the Donkin factory-site plaque [which I found on Google Streetview!] 
and then sent me a photo of the plaque. 
  
Regards 
Heather Milhench   
 
If you have any further information for Heather, Geoff or Sandor please contact them direct and also let us know 
here at the Redriffe Chronicle. 
 
And finally, two pieces sent in by Rich Wale and Stuart Rankin 
 
Rich Wale sent in the picture below.  There is no caption with it but it is obviously Butler's Wharf. 
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Stuart Rankin sent in this advert from the 1877 edition of the London Chatham and Dover Railway summer 
timetable (P87).  Tarn's, as some of you will know if you have read Stephen Humphrey's excellent book 
Elephant and Castle - A History, was a large department store in the Elephant & Castle. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***         ***         ***         ***         ***         ***         *** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cycle Speedway at Paterson Park, Bermondsey  
when it was a Second World War bombsite 
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ROTHERHITHE & BERMONDSEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

EVENTS IN 2015 
 

27 May:   Smallpox, Wharves and Hospital Ships - Talk by Francine Payne 
24 June:  Deptford: Its Story and Its People - Walk with Leo Hollis 
29 July:   The Hidden Story of St James Bermondsey - Walk with Gary Jenkins 
AUGUST  NO MEETING 
30 September:  The Many Friends of Southwark Park - Talk by Pat Kingwell 
28 October:  Black Plumes and Victorian Sentimentality - Talk by Robert Stephenson 
25 November:  Dockers Go To War: The emergency deployment of London stevedores to the port 
of Le    Havre in October 1914 - Talk by Chris Everett 
16 December:  Frost Fairs on the River Thames - Talk by Nicholas Reed 
 
Meetings take place on the last Wednesday of every month, except August (no meeting) and December (which is 
mid-month and a bit different!).  The venue is usually the Time & Talents Centre, The Old Mortuary, St 
Marychurch Street, Rotherhithe SE16 4JE.  Arrive from 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start.  We take a refreshment 
break midway through and our evenings end around 9.30-10.00pm.  Visitors are welcome but are asked to 
donate £2.00.  In summer (June & July) our meetings take the form of local walks or visits.  Meeting points vary 
but are always close to public transport.  You can also view the Programme on: www.rbhistory.org.uk showing 
any changes that have to be made at short notice, ie circumstances outside our control.  If you have ideas for 
future events or any comments please contact chair@rbhistory.org.uk.  
 
The Redriffe Chronicle is the newsletter for members of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society.  
Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey 
Local History Society.  Copies of each issue can be sent either as a pdf file electronically or as a printed version 
by post only to those who have registered as members of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society 
and who have paid a current subscription.  Copies of individual back issues (if available) may be purchased from 
the Society for £1 plus an A4 size first class SAE.  
 
The Redriffe Chronicle is funded by the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society and this issue has 
again been made possible by generous sponsorship in kind and in cash by donors, some of whom wish to remain 
anonymous.  It is our intention to maintain the standard of presentation in future issues.  There are three ways in 
which members can assist.  Quarter-page advertising spaces, which may be of interest to local tourist attractions, 
publishers, businesses or charities, are available for a minimum donation of £5 for two issues.  Straight 
donations of any amount, however small, are welcomed and can be mentioned in the “Sponsor’s Box” or can be 
anonymous.  Finally, occasional fund-raising events or outings are arranged in aid of The Redriffe Chronicle 
which members are invited to support.   
 
For membership details of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society, either email 
membership@rbhistory.org.uk or visit the Society Website: www.rbhistory.org.uk 
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