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Editorial

Derek Kearey

Welcome to issue 17.1 of The Redriffe Chronicle. We hope you enjoyed the new Chronicle format
introduced for the last edition. The feedback we have received from members has been very positive. All
agree on what a great improvement it is. We hope it will continue.
Well, what can one say about the winter? The less, the better I suppose. I just feel for all the unfortunate
people who found themselves under water. What made it worse was that it went on for so long. It will
take many months before things return to anywhere near normal for some. I wonder how London would
have coped if the Thames Barrier had not been in place.
Claire Sexton has been as busy as ever. As you know, last year she introduced a monthly bulletin that
most members now receive via email. She also suggested a Reminiscences Section in the Chronicle where
anyone can send us stories and pictures of their memories of Bermondsey and Rotherhithe that are
important and personal to themselves and which they would like to share with others. Memories soon
become history so please let us have what you remember of living, working, shopping, being at school or
anything else in our area. This is proving to be popular with members. We have already received some
interesting snippets and pictures.
In this issue you will find Part 3 of the transcript of the talk given by Dr Aubrey Westlake in 1969 on Good
Health in an Adverse Environment. This part describes the "prevention rather than cure" mentality of Dr
Salter and his practice and the revolutionary steps taken to improve the health of the people.
There are no write-ups of group events in this issue except for one photograph of the October talk.
Members like to read about events and they also make interesting reading for those who cannot attend the
meetings. If you attend a meeting please think about volunteering to take notes so they can be published
later in the Chronicle. Talk to any committee member about it at the meeting.
Another book has been received for review and this is a very special one. It is Elephant and Castle - A
History by our esteemed president Stephen Humphrey. I will say no more here as a full review appears on
Page 19 but it is a book that I highly recommend.
Unfortunately there are no Notes & Queries. This feature, which has been run by Martin White for many
years, has had to be discontinued due to little or nothing being received by Martin for a long time. It has
been agreed that if something does come in to the Society it will be dealt with via the monthly bulletins
produced by Claire.
The Redriffe Chronicle team welcome any material on the Rotherhithe and Bermondsey areas, and their
inhabitants, for publication from anyone, especially for the Reminiscences section. In this edition we
have a moving account of Rosemary Radley's family connection with Horselydown and Bermondsey and
there is also a collection of fascinating photographs that Rich Wale took in the 1980s that show the
changing face of the area. If you have anything similar it would be great to hear from you.
All reports on Group Events, Main Articles and Reminiscences please send to: Derek Kearey - 8 Birch
Avenue, West Parley, Ferndown, Dorset BH22 8PG email: d.kearey@btinternet.com

Sponsors of this issue: Sam Collonette, Stephen Humphrey, Derek Kearey, Pat Kingwell, Ian
McAuley, Rosemary Radley, Stuart Rankin, Claire Sexton, Rich Wale, Elliott Wragg,
Anonymous
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A Message from the Chair
Welcome to the spring edition of the Redriffe Chronicle. Thank you to our contributors and Derek for
doing a fantastic editorial job.
I shall keep my message brief so you can read the informative, interesting and generous items in this
edition.
Since our last Chronicle we have been privileged to have some very interesting speakers. Such as Anna
Flood at our December meeting who told us it was once tradition to send a dead bird on a Christmas card.
I would be pleased if Royal Mail lost such a card if sent to me! We were also joined by Jennie Howells
for our January meeting who described how Bermondsey Street developed from a causeway leading to
Bermondsey Abbey. If you have yet to come to a meeting please do as we have some fantastic speakers
for the months ahead.
As we move towards summer I shall be putting together the speakers programme for 2015. If you have
any suggestions to speakers or talks you would like to see on the programme please email me at
bermondsey85@gmail.com and I will do my best to book them.
I shall leave you now to read the rest of the Chronicle I am off for a G&T and a biscuit.
Claire Sexton (Chair)

Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society Committee Members
Stephen Humphreys - President
Michael Daniels - Vice President
Claire Sexton - Chair
Richard Turvey - Treasurer & Membership Secretary
Penelope Tay - Honorary Secretary
Malcolm Meachen - Committee Member

GOSSIP AND TITBITS
Woking Palace and its Park
An exciting series of talks will be taking place this year to celebrate the Tudor period and archaeology as
part of the Woking Palace and its Park Project - a community-led outreach programme funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund.
Friday 9 May - Archaeology without Digging: Aerial Photography, LiDAR and Geophysics with
Richard Savage, Vice President Surrey Archaeology Society, at The Lightbox, Woking GU21 4AA. The
event starts at 1.00pm and is free but booking is essential (see below).
Saturday 14 June - The Game of Kings: A rich history of Real Tennis - its origins, equipment, courts
and colourful exponents through to the present day with Lesley Ronaldson, Hampton Court Palace
Lecturer and Real Tennis Professional, at Surrey History Centre, Woking GU21 6ND. The event starts at
2.30pm and costs £5.00. Booking is essential.
Booking information - Email: education.scau@surreycc.gov.uk or Tel: 01483 518722
Find further information at: www.wokingpalace.org or email info@woking-palace.org

Docklands History Group
The Docklands History Group (DHG) usually meets on the first Wednesday of each month, excluding
January. They have a varied events calendar including talks which are held at the Museum of London
Docklands, West India Quay (off Hertsmere Road) E14 4AL. It is a converted West India Docks
warehouse just north of Canary Wharf. Talks start at 6.00pm and finish around 8.00pm.
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On Saturday 10 May the DHG have their Annual Conference and Seminar. This year's theme is on
Conflict, Commerce and Community - London's Port and Docklands in the First World War.
Keynote speaker will be Jerry White. Booking is essential and costs £30 for DHG members and £35 for
non-members. For further information email: info@docklandshistorygroup.org.uk or visit their
website: http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk
Copies of the Fifth Symposium on Shipbuilding on the Thames, which was held on 18 February 2012 at
the Museum of London Docklands, are still available through DHG for £20.00 plus £5.00 postage.

Museum at Night
Museum at Night is a festival inviting the public to visit museums, galleries and heritage sites at night.
The festival runs from 15 to 17 May 2014.
On Saturday 17 May, the Firepower Royal Artillery Museum will be holding an event Ghosts of the
Royal Arsenal. A Firepower tour guide will take you on a tour around the Royal Arsenal site with a
history of unfortunate events dating back hundreds of years. Bangers and mash and a hot drink will be
available at the end of the tour.
Two tours are available: 6.00pm to 8.00pm and 8.00pm to 10.00pm. £15 per person including food.
Website http://www.firepower.org.uk

Swap-A-Book
At the Society's December meeting, we launched our first Swap-A-Book session which proved very
successful. The idea is simple - if you have books you no longer want please bring them along to a
meeting and swap them with another.
The rules
1.
You can bring up to two books
2.
If you do not bring a book you can still take a book
3.
If the book(s) you brought are not claimed you MUST take them home again.

Guided Walks of Deptford Creek
Dates for these fascinating low-tide walks are: 4 May 11.00-13.00; 1 June 10.30-12.30; 6 July 13.3015.30; 3 August 11.00-13.00. These are all Sundays.
Discoverers are supplied with thigh-length waders and sticks to help keep balance and are guided by
people passionate about the Creek, its history and wildlife. Participants need to be over 8 years old.
Walks last about two-and-a-half hours from booting-up to returning to the streets of London. Booking is
essential to guarantee a place, so contact the Creekside Discovery Centre, 14 Creekside, Deptford SE8
4SA; Tel 0208 692 9922; email info@creeksidecentre.org.uk to book a place.
They guarantee some good, clean muddy fun!
Cost: Adults £10.00; Children (8 to 16) and Concessions £8.50; Family of 2 Adults & 2 Children £30.00
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Thames Discovery Programme
The Bermondsey and Rotherhithe group of the Thames Discovery Programme, working on the
Bermondsey foreshore in the summer of last year, had done their research. It told them that Neolithic
hand axes and Bronze Age peat deposits had been found on the site. Thinking about the prehistoric
humans who once stood where they were standing in front of Chamber’s Wharf was exciting, to say the
least. Because there is so much erosion on this stretch of foreshore, they were now seeing the prehistoric
archaeology of Bermondsey and planned on doing some geoarchaeology on the site in the coming months
to analyse and hopefully date the peat and worked flint that was discovered. But they had not become so
obsessed with the ‘really old stuff’ that they forgot the amazing nautical remains. They were lucky
enough to have an army of FROGs and TDP staff on site for a week in June. They managed to record
more of the gridiron and used their new GPS (thanks Council for British Archaeology) to mark the
locations of new and existing features. They were also going to be recording what they thought were the
remains of an old causeway in August and September.
If you have ever fancied becoming a mudlark and digging for artefacts and other buried treasure on the
Thames foreshore then this is for you. Join the Thames Discovery Programme and get rummaging
around in the mud. To be able to do this you must attend four separate days of training, known as FROG
training, because this is well-organised archaeology. FROG stands for Foreshore Recording and
Observation Group and it seems as popular as ever. On a recent visit to their website it was found that the
two FROG training courses for March were fully booked. It expected that there will be others this year
but it looks like you need to get in early to ensure a place.
If you would like to get involved they are at: Museum of London Archaeology, Mortimer Wheeler House,
46 Eagle Wharf Road N1 7ED. Tel: 0207 410 2207. Alternatively you can email either Nathalie Cohen
at n.cohen@thamesdiscovery.org or Elliott Wragg at e.wragg@thamesdiscovery.org
Visit the TDP website: http://www.thamesdiscovery.org for further information.

STOP PRESS
New Debra Gosling Book Now Out!
Far from sitting back on her laurels, Debra Gosling has again been busy writing. You may recall she had
her book Bermondsey & Rotherhithe Through Time published in 2012 with a book review in the Autumn
2012 (Vol 51.2) edition of the Chronicle. This followed her previous work Down the Blue.
Debra has another book out on 31 March: May Days & Wash Days - The Spirit of Bermondsey. It took
almost three years and is a 100-page A4 book of old Bermondsey, filled with pictures that haven't
surfaced for generations. Exclusive stories of forgotten VIPs and everyday people, all with a tale to tell.
There are plenty of new anecdotes and hopefully much to bring a smile to the reader's face (and a tear to
the eye). Infused within its pages is the spirit of old Bermondsey, where pride, decency and hard work
made it a place of value to be loved and treasured by those born on its marshy soil.
You can get a copy of Debra's book for £15.00 plus £2.50 p&p direct from her at 5 Markstone House,
Lancaster Street SE1 0RL (email: debrajgosling@gmail.com). Two retail outlets are also stocking the
book: The Blue Shoe Repairs, 289 Southwark Park Road SE16 3TP and Deli Felice, 40 Albion Street
SE16 7QJ.
Good luck to Debra with that.
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RECENT SOCIETY EVENT
Hallowe'en Special: Haunted London Underground - Talk by Alan Brooke, October 2013
October's talk on the ghostly
goings-on within the London
underground, given by Alan
Brooke, was described as
"definitely spooky".
Alan
certainly had the audience
spellbound!
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ARTICLE
Welcome to Bermondsey: The Breakfast Table of London by Sam Collonette
O sing a song of Tooley Street,
Its traders and their vans
Who bought the eggs and bacon for
The nation’s frying pans!
Its wharfingers and warehousemen
Who landed on its quays
The produce of the Commonwealth,
The butter, lard and cheese –
The food they call ‘Provisions’, not
The goods that grocers keep
Like tea and salt and marmalade
(They’re traded in Eastcheap).
O sing of Dennys, Shillitos,
Of Copeman, Sheed and Mills,
Of Foleys, Links and Partington
Whose worthy story fills
The minute books – of efforts made
‘Fair Margins’ to maintain,
Uphold tradition, keep intact
The distribution chain.

From ‘A Song of Tooley Street’ - Hugh Barty-King
In 2014 our relationship with our immediate surroundings has been diminished in favour of a broader
understanding of community. While the ability to connect with people across the world is undoubtedly a
great thing, it is equally important to maintain our sense of locality with an understanding of the heritage
of where we live, work and spend our time. Based on Druid Street in South London, we are in the perfect
place to indulge our love of food and drink, surrounded by a thriving community of skilled and passionate
producers and retailers. By coming here we are absorbed into a larger narrative that spans back several
centuries. Unlike the recent gentrification of other areas of London, which have come to be seen as some
of the city’s leading areas for food in recent years, Bermondsey’s passionate food community is deeply
woven into the area’s long and rich historical tapestry, persevering through poverty and hardship to retain
its reputation for industry and innovation.
The area’s location by the river has made
it a natural trade centre and location for
the importing and exchange of goods as
far back as medieval times, when
European luxuries were brought to
London’s doorstep at Southwark Fair.
This positioning would soon make
Bermondsey the centre of London’s
leather trade with the city’s butchers
sending skins across the water to be
stored in warehouses around Tooley
Street, Leathermarket Street and Morocco
Street.
At the height of its activity the area was
responsible for a third of the leather in the
country before the start of its decline in

Leather Market and Wool Exchange, Bermondsey 1879
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the nineteenth century due to restrictions being imposed by the City of London, which perceived the
Bermondsey industry as a threat. Restricting the sale of Bermondsey goods within three miles of the city,
the importing of hides moved to the northern ports and with the leather industry went many of the
associated industries.
However, when the Industrial
Revolution led to a surge in the
population of London, it signalled a
big change in the production and
distribution of food that would bring
new industry to the area. Putting an
end to a society in which the producer
was his own consumer, food now had
to be brought in from the countryside
in increasing quantities and Tooley
Street quays made the area the perfect
place for the import and distribution
of food by wholesalers and retailers.
With the goods arriving at the local
docks, three quarters of the butter,
cheese, bacon and canned meats
The Great Tooley Street Fire, Cotton's Wharf 1861
needed in London landed there. The
concentration of food traders that
developed around Tooley Street, Bermondsey Street and Rotherhithe Street as a result was to give the
area the name of ‘London’s Larder’, or the ‘Breakfast Table of London.’ Now a bustling food centre, this
lead to the requirement for producers to set up office in the area, such as preeminent Irish baconproducers Denny’s Star Bacon who moved their office to Tooley Street in 1848.
Consequently it would also lead to processing firms moving in nearby. With raw materials arriving by
river, the first factories were built in Bermondsey and a roll-call of food processing industries grew in the
area such as Courage Brewery, Cross and Blackwell, Pearce Duffs, Liptons and Peek Freans, the latter of
which created some of the most well known biscuits in existence today (Garibaldis, Bourbons) and would
give Bermondsey the lasting nickname of ‘Biscuit Town’. The first tinned food in Britain was canned by
Bryan Donkin of Bermondsey in 1811. It wasn’t just big businesses either with independent artisans
setting up shop here too, such as M.
Manze and Charles Secular fish
curers.
When the great fire of Tooley Street
broke out from a warehouse at
Cotton’s Wharf in 1861 and
destroyed many nearby buildings in
the two days before it was
completely extinguished, the local
disaster led to a modernisation of
the area that would actually play an
important part in drawing even
more of the provision trade into the
area.
The industry remained at the heart
of the area until the Second World
War. Bermondsey was devastated

Hay's Wharf, Tooley Street 1938
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by the war and was one of the most heavily bombed parts of Britain with hundreds of civilians killed and
thousands hurt, and the consequences continued to have a profound effect on the area in the years to
follow. A new breed of super tankers needed deeper docks than Bermondsey could offer and in 1970 the
docks closed their doors for the last time. With the decline of the docks much of the food processing
industry moved away.
However, while many of the leading factories in the area have since sadly shut down as a result of this,
the tradition has continued amongst a smaller but extremely strong community of independent artisans
making speciality products. Bermondsey, now more than ever, is a centre of culinary excellence built
upon the foundations of heritage, quality and craftsmanship that have been developed over the preceding
centuries.
As well as the larger Borough Market, which continues to thrive, the area is home to the renowned and
respected Spa Terminus and nearby Ropewalk, or Maltby Street Market, mere minutes away from us on
Druid Street. The tight knit community of producers who call Spa Terminus their home throughout the
week open their doors to the public on Saturdays, selling a variety of the finest meats, cheeses, coffee and
fresh vegetables to those in the know, while others come to Maltby Street Market to sell their quality
produce.
With all of this around the corner from us, we wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.
View Sam's blog at Cura TV by visiting the website:
http://blog.oncura.tv/2014/03/welcome-to-bermondsey-the-breakfast-table-of-london/

Present-day Maltby Street Market

REMINISCENCES * * * REMINISCENCES * * * REMINISCENCES
We are pleased to reproduce on the following two pages a montage of pictures sent in by Rich Wale that
were taken between 1984 and 1986. They are almost thirty years old so in history terms are fairly recent.
Even so, they are part of the area's history and they demonstrate how things can drastically change in a
relatively short period of time. If you have anything similar we can use in our Reminiscences section
please send them to us although be aware that they will be shown in black-and-white only.
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Early Days 1986

Pathway leading to Woodlands under construction 1985

Acorn Estate 1985

Derelict Warehouses, Downtown 1984

Canal Crossing 1986

Riverside View 1986

11
Surrey Quays Shopping Centre under construction
1986

New Housing 1986

Things of the Heart by Rosemary Radley
It is difficult to convey to another the "things of the heart" especially if the person doesn't know the
territory of which one speaks. I don't refer to the purely emotional but to feelings that run deep about an
area and engender heartfelt feelings of association. Such is my family connection with the parts of S-E
London, Horselydown/Bermondsey. I was a Sutherland before I was married and, of course, still am a
Sutherland.
James Sutherland (b1770) on Flotta, Orkney, married Isabella (nee Mellis b1765), on Flotta in 1788.
They are my 3x great-grandparents. So far as I can ascertain they are not the first Sutherlands to take up
residence in Bermondsey.
I believe it was their son, Andrew Sutherland (b1790) in Stromness, Orkney, who first came down.
Andrew was a shipwright by trade and came down from Orkney to Bermondsey some time before 1841,
presumably by ship, and settled in Hickman's Folly. I am told this was a very poor area.
Andrew married Mary (nee Keys) in St Margaret's Church, Lee, near Lewisham. Mary was b1798 in
Woolwich, as was their son, Thomas Edwin b1823. In 1851 we find the family back in Bermondsey,
living in Charles Street. Near the end of his life Andrew landed up in Guy's Hospital suffering from
gangrene having fallen off a ship's ladder. Poor Andrew, no painkillers in those days. He died 1853 and
is buried in St James' Church. They are my 2x great-grandparents.
Thomas Edwin Sutherland married Mary Ann Augusta (nee Goddard), January 1865, in St John's Church
Horselydown. She was born 1839 in Mellick Place, Bermondsey. Thomas Edwin was apprenticed to
Messrs West & Smith of St Saviour's Dock to train as a shipwright like his father. Mary Ann Augusta
died 1862, "found dead in bed of natural cause", 5 Berkley Street, Rotherhithe. They are my greatgrandparents.
* * * * * * *
Mark Harris born 1836 in Hanham, near Bristol, moved to Bermondsey and married Elizabeth (nee
Walden) on 25 December 1857 at St Paul's Church (no longer extant), Kipling Street, Bermondsey.
Elizabeth came from East Clandon, near Guildford. They are my 3x great-grandparents.
William Harris, their son born 1860 in Great George Street, Bermondsey. He became a Master Dairyman
with a shop in Tooley Street. In 1885 he married Margaret (nee Smith) from Corsley, near Warminster,
Wiltshire, in the church of St Margaret of Antioch, Corsley. William Harris died 1928. They are my
great-grandparents.
I didn't know Margaret Harris but she is referred to as Gran Harris in family conversation. I was born in
September 1939 and Gran Harris died 4 December 1940 so it is possible she knew me, one year and three
months old.
Their son, Robert John Sutherland born 1881 at 24 New Church Street, Bermondsey, worked for Hay's
Wharf and became their chief cashier. He married Hilda Margaret (nee Harris b1886) in St John's
Church. They are my grandparents. In 1891 they lived in Gedling Street.
They moved to 9 Marden Road where my father, William Harris Sutherland was born 1911. Marden
Road was very close to Stork Road where the well-known Dr Alfred Salter had his surgery. He was the
Sutherland family's doctor. My father spoke very highly of Dr Salter as a doctor but had grave
reservations about the doctor's left-wing politics. The Sutherland family was a true blue!
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My father was very proud to have attended St Olave's School for Boys situated near the south end of
Tower Bridge. His two younger sisters, Irene and Margaret Jean, attended St Saviour's School for Girls,
the sister school to St Olave's.
******
Samuel Stevens was baptised May 1821 at St Paul's, Deptford, the next village along the river between
Bermondsey and Greenwich. Samuel became a Master Baker. How did one, such as he, make
wholesome bread when the water was so polluted? He married Jane (nee Partridge) at St Mary
Magdalene Church, Bermondsey. Jane was born 1819 in John Street, Horselydown.
They seem to move around frequently. Presumably each house was an improvement on the previous one:
in 1861 they lived in St Thomas Street; 1871 in Salisbury Lane; 1881 in Oxley Close; 1891 in Tranton
Road, Bermondsey. They are my 2x great-grandparents.
Their son, Alfred Ernest was born 1858 at 28 Thomas Street (now Curlew Street), Bermondsey. Alfred
Ernest was a Master Carter. He married Caroline Maria (nee Norman b1855 in Wantage). The marriage
took place in June 1880, St John's Church, Horselydown. (I do wonder how they met!). They lived for a
while in Tranton Road around 1881. They are my great-grandparents.
In 1883 their daughter, Alice Kate, was born in Paulin Street which, according to the Booth directory, was
one of the poorer streets. She had a brother - Norman.
When Tower Bridge was opened in 1894, Alice Kate and family lived in Queen Elizabeth Street as did
my other grandmother, Hilda Margaret Sutherland who has already been mentioned. Hilda helped her
father, Mark Harris, in the dairy he ran in Lafone Street. Later, Hilda became a telephonist on the Hop
Exchange, so-called because after a hop-picking holiday in the Kentish countryside the Bermondsey
people returned home with sacks of hops every summer to sell at the Hop Exchange in Borough High
Street.
Both grandmothers, as little girls, were present when the Prince of Wales, the future King Edward VII,
with his wife, Princess Alexandra arrived with much pageantry for the Prince of Wales to officially open
Tower Bridge. The two grandmothers-to-be must have been among the first to cross the bridge.
In 1903, Alfred Ernest, my great-grandfather, moved his family to Marsala Road, Ladywell, but
continued to stable his horses in Queen Elizabeth Street. When his business as Master Carter was at its
height they moved to a beautiful residence in Ermine Road, Ladywell, near the Hillyfields.
In 1906, daughter Alice Kate married Augustine Daniel Anderson, from north London, in St Mary's
Church, Lewisham. They became my Grandparents. Their daughter, my mother, Marjorie Alice
Anderson was born 1909 in Ermine Road.
My grandfather found Ladywell inconvenient for his business in Queen Elizabeth Street where his horses
were stabled. It was decided to find somewhere closer so they moved to a house in Erlanger Road,
Hatcham, New Cross.
My mother, Marjorie Alice, marries William Harris Sutherland in 1936 in St Catherine's Church,
Hatcham.
I was born in September 1939 in Hatcham and in the October was baptised in St Catherine's Church. My
parents had a house built in Blackheath where we lived during much of WWII.
Such is my family's connection with Horselydown and Bermondsey. Is it any wonder that south-east
London should find such a big place in my heart?
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ARTICLE
Bermondsey and the Boer War by Stephen Humphrey
Between the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and the start of the First World War in 1914, there were two
sizeable wars in which this country took part. They were the Crimean War of 1854-56 in Russia and the
Boer War of 1899-1902 in South Africa. Eventually, 448,000 troops fought in South Africa on the
British side. Many of these derived from local units from all over the world. For example, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police sent a contingent, with the result that what is a civilian police force has a battle
honour: South Africa 1900-02. Three small contingents were formed from the Bermondsey Volunteers,
but Bermondsey men served in many regiments. It was technically the Second Boer War, for a small
conflict in 1880-81 shared the same name.
The Cape of Good Hope or Cape Colony became a British territory during the Napoleonic Wars, to
safeguard the sea-route to India. A Dutch settlement had existed there since 1652. People of Dutch
descent, known as Afrikaners or sometimes as trekboers, meaning nomadic farmers, predominated over
British settlers for most of the 19th century, despite some migration from the British Isles in the 1820s
and the foundation of the new British settlement of Natal in 1843. The end of slavery in most British
territories in 1834 prompted many of the Boers to leave Cape Colony soon afterwards, to found the
Orange Free State and the Transvaal. This was called the Great Trek and those who took part were
termed voortrekkers or pioneers. Beside these states of European settlement, there were of course the
states of many African peoples, including the mighty Zulus and the Thembu state, of whose royal family
Nelson Mandela was a member.
British policy towards the two new Boer states was inconsistent. The government in London took little
notice, but governors at the Cape tended to be aggressive. So the independence of the states was
recognized by the government in the early 1850s but, a generation later in 1877, the Transvaal was
annexed. This led to the First Boer War and to a well-known British defeat, the Battle of Majuba Hill.
Gladstone’s government in 1881 ended hostilities and recognized the Transvaal’s independence for the
second time. Matters might have rested there but for the discovery of gold in the Transvaal in 1886. This
prompted a large influx of entrepreneurs and prospectors, mainly British, and known to the Boers as
uitlanders (or outlanders, in other words, foreigners). Within a decade they seem to have out-numbered
the Boers and began to demand political rights. They were egged on by two men who had grown rich
from diamond and gold mining and who wanted the whole of South Africa under British rule. They were
Cecil Rhodes, who founded the British South Africa Company in 1889 to run territories north of the
Transvaal and who also served as Prime Minister of Cape Colony in 1890-96, and Sir Alfred Beit.
By the mid-1890s, antagonism between the Boers and the ‘outlanders’ was considerable. The Jameson
Raid in late 1895 was an unsuccessful attempt by officers and men of the British South Africa Company
to seize power in the Transvaal. Negotiations took place intermittently from 1896 to 1899 and at one
stage seemed to have secured peace. But the mining interest in the Transvaal began to press the British
government towards a more forceful policy. During 1899 the situation deteriorated. The Boers were
arming fast and the British government decided to send a large defensive force to Natal. This was the
First Army Corps from Aldershot, whose commanding officer was General Sir Redvers Buller. He was
to unveil the original version of our Bermondsey memorial on Thursday, July 30th, 1903.
Buller remained in charge of the army in Natal until late in 1900, and eventually led it into the north of
the Transvaal, but long before then the overall conduct of the war had been passed to Lord Roberts and
Lord Kitchener: Roberts of Kandahar and Kitchener of Khartoum, both titles reflecting conflicts which a
writer called ‘Queen Victoria’s little wars’. Buller had fought in many such wars. He first came to the
notice of higher authority in the Red River Expedition in Canada in the 1860s, and won the supreme
military decoration, the Victoria Cross, in the Zulu War of 1879, for saving the lives of three soldiers in
extreme circumstances. As a result, he was presented to Queen Victoria, who wrote in her diary that he
was ‘reserved and shy, with rather a dry, gruff manner’.
Buller arrived in Natal on October 28th, 1899, but well before then, on the 11th, the Boers had declared
war and had invaded British territory, besieging three towns: Ladysmith, Kimberley and Mafeking. The
Boer declaration of war, plus the ultimatum that had preceded it, had the effect of rallying British public
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opinion behind the struggle. In the early weeks of the conflict, there were three British reverses, all of
them of limited strategic effect but perturbing to public opinion at home. Hence the huge rush of
volunteers and a great wave of public support for the army, including the Bermondsey Carnival in July,
1900. This wave of support extended to British settlements overseas, such as Canada and Australia.
The traditional army-to-army conflict was in fact soon over in the Boer War. General French relieved
Kimberley on February 15th, Buller relieved Ladysmith on the 28th, and the capital of the Orange Free
State, Bloemfontein, was captured on March 13th. Then Mafeking was relieved on May 17th, prompting
huge celebrations in London. In the Transvaal, Johannesburg fell to Lord Roberts on May 31st and
Pretoria on June 5th. What followed was a much longer guerrilla war, lasting for nearly two years, in
which Kitchener was the British commander.
Quite early on in the war, Buller could see that traditional military campaigning would falter against the
Boers. They had imported from the Kaiser’s Germany long-range Mauser magazine rifles with smokeless
ammunition, and hid themselves in trenches. They were all but invisible to observers in an opposing
force. He could see that these factors made Boer defences very difficult to break. So Buller devised new
tactics, including keeping well back from Boer positions beyond the range of their Mausers, using
creeping artillery barrages to cover infantry advances, and finding flanking routes. These tactics
succeeded in South Africa, but had to be learned again in the First World War. Until recently, Buller was
given no proper credit for his careful decisions.
I take an interest in Buller because my maternal grandfather, David John Hardy, served under him as a
mounted volunteer in Natal, and never forgot him. Buller had strong support from the soldiers he led. A
corporal stated: ‘All the men under Buller’s command ... would go through fire and water for him’. He
was also very popular in his native West Country. After his death, a statue of him was set up in Exeter,
with the simple inscription: ‘He saved Natal’. He had been born near Crediton in Devon, where his
family owned an estate which was run as much for the benefit of the community as for private profit; he
inherited it in 1874. His father had served for two periods as an M.P. in the Whig or Liberal interest.
Buller’s military career began when he joined the King’s Royal Rifle Corps, the 60th Foot, in 1858. His
capabilities came to the notice of Sir Garnet Wolseley in the Red River campaign. Wolseley was the
original of W.S. Gilbert’s ‘very model of a modern major-general’ and it is after him that Wolseley Street
at Dockhead was named. Buller served under Wolseley in the Ashanti War in West Africa in 1873-74,
and became established as one of Wolseley’s African circle, in contrast to the Indian circle of Lord
Roberts. This fault-line bedevilled the British Army at the end of the 19th century.
I counted 128 names on the original memorial from the photograph published in the Southwark and
Bermondsey Recorder in 1903. Of these, 28 served in the City Imperial Volunteers and 66 in the First
and Second Service Sections of the 3rd Volunteer Battalion of the Royal West Surrey Regiment,
Bermondsey’s own Volunteer unit that was based on the corner of Abbey Street and Old Jamaica Road.
This had long been commanded by Colonel Samuel Bourne Bevington, who was also Bermondsey’s first
Mayor in 1900-02, and whose statue stands in Tooley Street. The Boer War was the first occasion that
local Volunteers had generally served overseas and so foreshadowed the pattern of the world wars. The
First Service Section set out on March 30th, 1900, and returned on May 18th, 1901, under Sergeant A.G.
Hillier. It fought at Alliman’s Nek in 1900 under Buller. A big parade took place in Spa Road upon their
return. The Second Service Section went out in 1901 and came back on June 2nd, 1902, under Captain
Symonds.
I have found that only two of those named on the memorial are mentioned in local Volunteer sources as
being killed in action. However, Captain Claud Lafone, who was the son of a prominent local leather
manufacturer and Bermondsey M.P., was killed in the war and yet his name is omitted. The overall total
of British deaths in action was 5,774, more than nine times the number for the recent Iraq and
Afghanistan campaigns combined. But the Boer War deaths from fighting were only a third of the
number of deaths from disease. My grandfather nearly died from enteric fever but managed to recover.
The memorial was the idea of Alderman Walter William Tyler, who was to serve as Bermondsey’s Mayor
in 1909-10. The Borough Engineer, R.J. Angel, designed it and it was made by Recknell & Sons of 177,
Old Kent Road. Its unveiling by Buller in the first Bermondsey Town Hall in Spa Road was a day of
considerable pride in an effective local contribution to a cause of international scope. Today, in restoring
the memorial to public view in an enhanced setting, we bring back to notice the service and sacrifice of
our forefathers a century and more ago. I end by quoting these lines from Fred Weatherly’s well-known
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song, The Old Brigade: ‘Over the sea far away they lie / Far from the land of their love ... / Not in the
abbey proudly laid / Find they a place or part / The gallant boys of the old Brigade / They sleep in old
England’s heart ... ’.
[This article and photographs are the Copyright of the author]
Stephen Humphrey addressed a packed congregation on 16 February at St James's Church, Bermondsey.
He gave the address as part of the Rededication Service at the church for the church's Boer War
Memorial. The pictures below, kindly provided by Stephen himself, are from the event.

Stephen addressing a packed St James's church congregation for the Boer War
Memorial Dedication Service

Two standard bearers flank
The Boer War Memorial
before it is unveiled

The Memorial unveiled with
a serving soldier and two
Pearlies
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Good Health in an Adverse Environment - Part 3
This is the third part of a transcript of the talk given by Dr Aubrey Westlake at the Esoteric and
Spiritualist Conference on 21 June 1969 under the general theme of:

A Design for Living
But the Council had much better fortune with the next measures to which it turned its attention - a number
of other ways of improving the health of the people by prevention rather than cure.
Tuberculosis both of the lungs and of the bones and joints was very prevalent and this problem was
tackled in 4 ways.
(1)
By getting TB patients to sleep out of doors in special sleeping chalets loaned by the Council, in
their garden if they had one, or in their backyard.
(2)
By the provision of tuberculine tested (T.T.) milk. My wife was instrumental on first getting a
dairyman to stock it for one young family, and the idea was taken up by the Public Health Dept. of the
Council which actively encouraged the numerous dairies to stock it. It also ran an educational campaign
to get families to have it.
(3)
The remarkable results obtained by Dr. Rollier with sunlight treatment in surgical T.B. were
medical news at the time and the Council decided to send 6 cases at its own expense to Rollier Sanitorium
in Switzerland for cure.
(4)
The possibility of adapting the sunlight idea to Bermondsey conditions was now considered, and
it was decided to build a municipal solarium where natural sunlight could be used, and failing that
treatment by ultra-violet light. The solarium, the first in England, was duly built and opened in 1926 and
proved to be a very great success, so much so that, like the beautification scheme, it attracted attention
and investigation from far and wide.
To reinforce this whole concept of whole disease prevention the Medical Officer of Health and his staff
gave health talks at the street corners often illustrated with lantern slides, and a general preventative
health campaign was conducted throughout the Borough.
The results of all this was impressive. The general death rate 16.7 in 1922 fell to 12.9 in 1927, the fever
death rate fell from 2.41 to 0.37. New cases of TB fell from 413 in 1922 to 294 in 1927 and the death rate
of TB from 206 to 175. The Borough, as Dr. Salter said "Could in a few years be entitled to be regarded
as one of the British health resorts".
The next project was the provision of a municipal convalescent home. To this end, the Salters had
presented Fairby Grange to the Council as I have already mentioned, to be used both for rest and
recuperation for women after childbirth, and now also for convalescence after operations and other
illnesses. It is recorded that "A visit to Fairby was a memorable change in drab, hardworking lives; the
rest, the homegrown fruit and vegetables, the fresh air and the beauty of the countryside made the
experience 'heaven' (their favourite expression) to most of the women".
This with other measures for Mothers and Infants reduced the maternal mortality to one of the lowest in
London, and the infant mortality from 102 per 1000 in 1922 to 67 in 1927. I can well remember that the
slogan was "If you wish to see bonnie babies come to Bermondsey" and indeed the babies became
increasingly fine and healthy.
A survey showed that of 19,000 separate dwellings in Bermondsey only 113 had a bath, thus 99 out of
every 100 were without adequate washing facilities. To remedy this state of affairs the Council decided
to build what its opponents nicknamed 'A Palace of Baths'. The building opened in 1927 comprised a
magnificent 1st class swimming bath, a smaller 2nd class one, used mainly to teach children to swim, 126
private baths and a well appointed Turkish and Russian Vapour baths. Attached also was a Municipal
Washhouse equipped with all the latest modern washing and drying equipment for the use of the
housewives of Bermondsey. The extent to which the Baths were appreciated is shown by the attendance
of over half a million in one year.
The Council also sought to encourage a cultural renaissance by extending & enlarging the Public Library,
by the building of a special lecture hall and by helping in the setting up of a Bermondsey Book Shop. It
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also made itself responsible for a municipal Choir and Orchestra of 50 players which gave popular
concerts in the Town Hall. All the singers and players gave their services voluntarily.
The natural reaction to all this creative activity involving such heavy expenditure in building projects,
administration, etc. would be to assume that the Bermondsey rates had soared to astronomical
proportions, but the truly remarkable fact was that the reverse was the case, not only did they not rise but
they were actually reduced, as in 1922 they stood at 22/6 in the £ with a deficit of £40,000, whereas in
1928-29 they were 17/6 and there was a credit balance on £25.000. How this was done I do not pretend
to know; the fact remained that not only had the whole campaign paid handsomely in an increase in
general health and well being, but it had also actually paid in money terms as well.
My own contribution in all this was, as I have already said, to release Dr. Salter from a good deal of
routine work in the surgeries during the week. However he always did the Saturday duties which suited
me, as it liberated me at weekends for what proved to be my main interest outside my medical work viz
work among the boys and girls in the part of Bermondsey in which I lived.
Some years earlier in 1916 my Father, Ernest Westlake in collaboration with Ernest Thompson Seton, the
American naturalist and author, had founded an outdoor educational movement called "The Order of
Woodcraft Chivalry", which believed in learning by doing - the woodcraft way of first hand experience,
embodied in a progressive series of what were called Grade Trials, covering the physical, mental, social,
aesthetic and religious activities appealing to children: Light weight camping forming an important
element.
Let me quote the affirmation of the Order, which stated that its aim was "to respond the call of the world
of nature, seeking from it simplicity, good sense and fortitude; to pursue bravely and gaily the adventure
of life, cherishing whatever it holds of beauty, wonder and romance; and endeavouring to carry the
chivalrous spirit into daily life".
The Orders methods had already been tried out with various social groups and in different settings
including during the first World War a large group of Belgium refugee children in France under the
auspicious of the Friends War Victim Relief Committee, with such success that the Belgium Government
had invited the leaders to continue the work in Belgium after the war. I was now anxious to know
whether it could be successfully adapted to such a thorough urban setting as Bermondsey and among
children who, outside their immediate surroundings, had practically no knowledge or experience of the
country or the sea. I need not have been doubtful, in the event, they took to the woodcraft way of learning
by doing like ducks to water.
I started off with a group of boys aged 12 or 13 and formed them into what we called "The Smoke Tribe
of Trackers". I took them camping at weekends to Woldingham, and a great novelty and adventure it was
to them learning all about camp craft. Meanwhile they made their light weight tents helped by their
mothers and generally prepared themselves for the great event - a months camp in the summer, to which I
devoted my summer holiday. It was held at Sandy Balls - the estate my father had purchased for carrying
out his educational ideas.
This camp was such a success it was decided to start with the girls of a similar age as well, and also take
in younger ones both boys and girls from 8 upwards, these together with the adult leaders formed what
was called the Beormund Lodge, which met once a month in a ceremonial setting to transact its business.
During the autumn and winter the various groups got to work with their various activities, especially
preparation for the Lodge Camp which was held in the summer of 1921 again at Sandy Balls for a whole
month.
As we had very little money we made as much as possible of our own equipment - tents, rucksacs,
uniform, ceremonial regalia etc., including calico coverings for two full sized Indian Teepees. These
were to provide our communal shelter in case of rain, and when the camp duly started, the first priority
was to provide poles for the Teepees. This meant felling and trimming suitable fir trees which then had to
be hauled up the steep slopes below our camp by teams of older boys and girls for erection. For two days
the entire camp laboured uncomplainingly at this task and 30 trees were finally got into position ready for
the calico covering. Our reward was that we just beat the rain.
I have described this one incident in some detail, from among a host of others, as demonstrating the
inherent quality, which one would not have suspected, in these Bermondsey children.

18

This work with the children continued and flourished over the years and to this day the then boys and
girls, now men and women, some in their sixties, remember the Beormund Lodge and its activities, and
look upon it all as the time of their lives.

Transcript provided by Ian McAuley
(The fourth and final part should be in the Autumn 2014 Edition)

BOOK REVIEW
Elephant and Castle - A History by Stephen Humphrey
All our members will know of Stephen as our Society's
president. Some will also know that he was the archivist at the
Southwark Local History Library and Archive for many years.
He has also written a large number of books on south-east
London. This book must rank as one of his best.
It describes how, until the middle of the 18th century,
Newington was just a village outside London but then, following
the opening of Westminster Bridge in 1750, it became a junction
of many roads connecting London with the south and south-east
of England. In no time at all, the junction became a thriving
community of department stores, countless small shops,
restaurants, pubs and places of entertainment and was once
known as the 'Piccadilly Circus of South London'.
Comprising fifteen chapters the book not only describes the
various places of interest that have come and gone over the last
two and a half centuries but also goes into such things as the
history of the Elephant & Castle sign, the church of St Mary
Newington, the Fishmongers' and Drapers' Almshouses, the Modern Tabernacle, entertainment, shops,
pubs/restaurants, railways, Jewish history and
famous personalities.

Thomas Rowlandson's view of the junction, early
19th century. The pub sign can be clearley seen
on the left. The Fishmongers' Almshouses stand
behind the trees on the right.
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One example of the depth of Stephen's
seemingly endless knowledge comes in the
chapter on Victorian Institutions. Have you
ever heard of Rowton Houses? They were
lodging houses for respectable working-men.
and there was one off Newington Butts which
was opened in 1898. It was an imposing
building with 804 cubicles on six floors and
contained tailoring facilities, a barber's shop,
smoking room, reading room, a general shop
and a laundry. After the Second World War the
call for this type of establishment declined and
eventually, in 1970, it was turned into a cheap
hotel. It lasted but a few years. The building
remained empty for a little while before being
demolished.

For those of you who wish to
visit the area the final chapter
describes a walk round the
main part of the "Elephant"
although little remains of
what is described in the book.
Even the road layouts have
changed in some places.
All those members who
enjoyed Stephen's guided
walk Walworth and the
Elephant in July last year will
undoubtedly enjoy this book.
The wealth of knowledge that
The Headway and Newington Causeway in their Edwardian heyday,
Stephen has on the area seems
with Tarn's store to the left (with the long blind).
boundless. I have heard it
said that Stephen knows about
SE1 than any other being on the planet. After reading his book I can very well believe it!
One thing is clear after reading this book and that is how Stephen is so unsympathetic about the post-war
redevelopment of the area. I have to agree with him although the Elephant & Castle was not the only area
of London to suffer from the ravages of post-war architects. I accept that large parts of London were
severely damaged through bombing but, as Stephen states, much of what was left could have been rebuilt
using existing buildings and much of the consequent redevelopment built in line with what already
existed. Unfortunately the
motor vehicle took priority
and road layouts seemed to be
more important than how the
place looked. This meant that
most of that which had
developed over the course of
200 years disappeared under
the bulldozer.
This is a wonderful book
which nobody should be
without if they have any
interest in the Elephant &
Castle. Indeed it is of interest
to anyone who loves local
history and wishes to learn
how an area can develop over
250 years. Nothing remains
The Trocadero in New Kent Road, 1935. The Rockingham Arms is
the same but Stephen's book
the taller of the building to the left.
takes the reader back to a time
when most people lived, worked and shopped in relatively small areas - what I term as "Communities".
These are few and far between now with people preferring to live miles away from work and shopping
facilities and having to use the dreaded motor-car just to purchase a pint of milk or a box of screws. It
seems nowadays that places such as the Elephant & Castle are often just landmarks we travel through to
get somewhere else.
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A view towards the bombed junction from the top of the Metropolitan tabernacle, 1956.
This book tells of a time when people belonged to an area and were proud of it. I highly recommended
Stephen's book which should be a 'must have' on everyone's bookshelf.
Published by Amberley Publishing Elephant and Castle - A History is in paperback form and runs to 128
pages with 51 illustrations including 4 maps. It should be available from all good bookshops or you can
purchase through Amberley Publishing at The Hill, Stroud, Gloucester GL5 4EP. The ISBN No is 978-184868-780-6 and with a cover price of £14.99 it is excellent value.
All illustrations used above are taken from Stephen's book and reproduced here by kind
permission jointly of Amberley Publishing and Stephen Humphrey. Many thanks go to them.
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Useful Website Details
According to the feedback received, the September meeting Crime in Rotherhithe and Bermondsey was
extremely interesting and informative. Speaker Kathy Charter referred to a number of websites to gain
further information:
www.oldbaileyonline.org
www.londonlives.org
www.archive.org
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk
For the Grand Surrey Canal article on the London Canals website:
http://londoncanals.co.uk/grsurrey/gsc01.html
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ROTHERHITHE & BERMONDSEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME 2014
30 April:
28 May:
28 June:
6 August:
24 September:
29 October:
26 November:
17 December:

Talk: AGM & Maritime Rotherhithe Part 2 - Stephen Humphrey
Talk: The Southwark Park Act 1864 - Patrick Kingwell
Walk: Bermondsey Characters - Patricia Dark
Walk: Around Bermondsey, the Bermondsey Trade & Bermondsey Abbey - Stephen Humphrey & Jennie
Howells
Talk: 500 Years of the Thames Watermen - 500th Anniversary - Bob Crouch
Talk: Healing Rituals in the Victorian Countryside - Julie Wakefield
Talk: SE1: Regeneration Reported Online - James Hatts
Christmas Quiz and Social - Claire Sexton

Meetings take place on the last Wednesday of every month, except August (no meeting) and December (which is mid-month and
a bit different!). The venue is usually the Time & Talents Centre, The Old Mortuary, St. Marychurch Street, Rotherhithe SE16
4JE; arrive from 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. We take a refreshment break midway through and our evenings end around 9.3010.00pm. Visitors are welcome but are asked to donate £2.00. In summer (June & July) our meetings take the form of local
walks or visits: meeting points vary but are always close to public transport. You can also view the Programme on:
www.rbhistory.org.uk showing any changes that have to be made at short notice, ie circumstances outside our control. If you
have ideas for future events or any comments please contact chair@rbhistory.org.uk.
The Redriffe Chronicle is the newsletter for members of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society. Opinions
expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society.
Copies of each issue are sent only to those who have registered as members of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History
Society and who have paid a current subscription. Copies of individual back issues (if available) may be purchased from Richard
Turvey, the Treasurer, at Flat 4, 107 Rotherhithe Street SE16 4NF for £1 plus an A4 size first class SAE.
The Redriffe Chronicle is funded by the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society and this issue has again been made
possible by generous sponsorship in kind and in cash by donors, some of whom wish to remain anonymous. It is our intention to
maintain the standard of presentation in future issues. There are three ways in which members can assist. Quarter-page
advertising spaces, which may be of interest to local tourist attractions, publishers, businesses or charities, are available for a
minimum donation of £5 for two issues. Straight donations of any amount, however small, are welcomed and can be mentioned
in the “Sponsor’s Box” or can be anonymous. Finally, occasional fund-raising events or outings are arranged in aid of The
Redriffe Chronicle which members are invited to support.
For membership details of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society, either email membership@rbhistory.org.uk
or send an SAE to Richard Turvey at Flat 4, 107 Rotherhithe Street SE16 4NF. Society Website: www.rbhistory.org.uk
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