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Editorial

Derek Kearey

Welcome to issue 16.2 of The Redriffe Chronicle. What a lovely summer we have had (mostly) with warm
weather, England winning the Ashes and Andy Murray winning Wimbledon - the first British player to win
it since 1936, or so most of the media declared. They seem to have forgotten a lady by the name of
Virginia Wade who won Wimbledon in 1977.
Even in this day and age women are sometimes sidelined and treated as second-rate compared to their male
counterparts - but not the Rotherhithe and Bermondsey Local History Society. As many of you know, we
have a new Chair in the form of Claire Sexton. You will find a message from Claire on Page 3.
Claire has been hard at it since she took over in April including instigating a new regular bulletin which
most members can receive via email. The bulletins aim to keep members up-to-date with goings-on in the
Society instead of having to wait for the Chronicle to plop onto their doormats every six months.
As well as that change of committee member, we have another: Richard Turvey has taken over as
Treasurer and Membership Secretary. He takes over from Bee Lucas who reigned supreme for I don't
know how many years. I'm sure you will join me in wishing Richard well in this demanding post.
While on the subject of the Chronicle, Claire has been instrumental in streamlining the printing and
distribution of your Chronicle. To this end printing by professional printers is being trialled for this issue.
Also, to cut down on printing and postage costs, we are trialling having the Chronicle sent to members
who have access to the internet, as a pdf file via an attachment to an email, instead of a hard copy sent
through the post. Members are being asked which they would prefer. Not all members have access to
computers and some do prefer the hard copy so the paper version should not disappear entirely.
If that is not enough, Claire has suggested the idea of having a 'Reminiscences' section in the Chronicle.
This will be for members to submit short snippets of their memories of Bermondsey and Rotherhithe.
What do you remember of living, working, shopping, being at school in the area? It can be just a few lines
or longer and can include photos if you wish so please send them direct to me and they will appear in the
next Chronicle. What memories you have soon become history.
If I mentioned the name Thomas Hicks (singer, song-writer, actor, entertainer, novelist and widely
regarded as Britain's first teen idol) you would probably think "Who?". Thomas, or Tommy Steele as most
of you would know him, has kindly agreed to become Patron of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local
History Society. Read more about this on Page 6.
In this issue you will find Part 2 of the transcript of the talk given by Dr Aubrey Westlake in 1969 on
'Good Health in an Adverse Environment'. This part describes the living conditions for working-class folk
and how they coped with the hardships of the inter-war years. It also tells of the plans to replace the slum
housing with a "garden city" and how far they got with the idea.
There a couple of follow-up pieces in this issue - one on the Ambassador (sister ship of the Cutty Sark) by
Martin White and one (mainly photographs) on Hartley's Jam factory sent in by Pat Kingwell which you
will find under the 'Reminiscences' section. Stephen Humphrey has written an interesting article on the
numbering of houses in Albion Street, Rotherhithe, in 1851.
One write-up of group events is the very interesting May walk Prisons and Prisoners of the Borough,
undertaken by Lionel Wright, and sent in by Keith Silvester. My thanks go to both Keith and Lionel.
Please think about volunteering to take notes during any group event and get them to me for inclusion in
the Chronicle. Members like to hear about the events no matter how long or short the write-up is. They
also make interesting reading for those who cannot attend meetings.
As usual, there is our Notes & Queries feature run by Martin White. I am pleased to report that there are a
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number of Queries but, Martin tells me, they are all from non-members. Surely there must be many of you
who have questions on Rotherhithe and Bermondsey - however trivial they may seem - which Martin and
others could help with. Please contact Martin and ask! He is waiting to hear from you.
The Redriffe Chronicle team welcome any material on the Rotherhithe and Bermondsey areas, and their
inhabitants, for publication from anyone. If you have anything from a short note, an odd photograph, a
question that needs answering or even an article of a few pages, please let us have it. It would be great to
hear from you. We would appreciate, but it is not essential, that any material sent is either in Microsoft
Word and sent as an email attachment or typewritten and posted. Please send to the appropriate member
below or contact any committee member listed on Page 6.
As we were going to press, it was learned that, sadly, well-respected member Len Hatch had passed away.
There is a tribute from Claire Sexton, below, and another from Stephen Humphrey on page 7.
Editorial, Main Articles, Reports on Group Events, etc: Derek Kearey - 8 Birch Avenue, West Parley,
Ferndown, Dorset BH22 8PG email: d.kearey@btinternet.com
Notes and Queries: Martin White - 77 Kidbrooke Grove, London SE3 0LQ
email: martinwhit@hotmail.com

A Message from our new Chair - Claire Sexton
By now I would hope you know I am your new Chair - a role I am enjoying and hope I am doing well.
Our editor Derek asked me to write a little bit about myself - who is your new chair?
Well you know my name, I have lived in Bermondsey all my life, growing up on the Manor Estate behind
the Blue Market. I remember shopping in the Blue as a kid, visiting Annie who owned the fruit and
vegetable shop (read more about Annie in the Reminiscence Section), going to Galleywall Primary
School and listening to the stories of the factories and docks that once populated this area. I have worked
and volunteered for many organisations and community groups; starting at the age of 16, 12 years later
(please do not work out my age).
My background is in theatre. I am not an actress but I do have a degree in Theatre Studies, a degree in
Informal Education, Community Learning and Development and I can bake a variety of cakes. I have
always been interested in history although my GCSE history teacher may disagree.
I would like to say thank you to the committee for their hard work and support. To Derek for working so
hard on this edition of the Chronicle and to our members for their continued support.
So sit back, relax and enjoy October’s edition.
Claire Sexton (Chair)

Addendum to Claire's Message
As you may be aware, as this edition of the Chronicle was being compiled one of our members, Len
Hatch, sadly passed away. Many of you will know Len and his unquestionable knowledge of Rotherhithe
& Bermondsey. I got to know Len as a member of the society and through my work with Bubble. I
always enjoyed listening to Len's stories, learning from him especially when he knew more than the
speakers.
Len will be truly missed.
Claire

Sponsors of this issue: Michael Daniels, Stephen Humphrey, Derek Kearey, Pat Kingwell,
Bee Lucas-Buckley, Ian McAuly, Julia Plumb, Stuart Rankin, Diana Rimel, Claire Sexton,
Keith Silvester, Tommy Steele, Richard Turvey, Martin White, Angela Woolhouse, Lionel
Wright, Anonymous
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AGM Reports - 24 April 2013
Chairman’s Report
Good evening everyone, and welcome to the 2013 AGM of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History
Society – and my last as Chairman!
To run through what we’ll be doing this evening, we’ll start with the formal business, which I’ll try to
keep as short as possible, then take our refreshment break, during which you’ll have the opportunity to
renew you membership, and then reconvene for Stephen’s Presidential Address – this year on Ships and
the Sea in Bermondsey and Rotherhithe.
Introductions. To my far right is indeed our President and esteemed local historian Stephen Humphrey,
and to my immediate right is Penelope Tay, Honorary Secretary. To my left is Malcolm Meachen
(Membership Registrar/Deputy Chairman), and I am Michael Daniels, and I’m the Chairman here, well at
least for the next 20 minutes or so anyway.
Apologies received from Pat Kingwell and Janis Allan; our Treasurer, Bee Lucas, sends her apologies.
Now you may know that Bee now lives in Derbyshire, and this makes getting down here just a little
difficult (even further than Deal!) but what you may NOT know is that Bee also got married last
weekend, so many congratulations to Bee and to Philip, and a happy honeymoon to them both!
This year, Bee will be stepping down as Treasurer after more years than I care to remember, so I’d like to
thank her, not only for her work as treasurer but also for effectively taking on the role of membership
registrar in all but name, and for doing the printing of the Chronicle too.
Well this really has been a pretty fabulous year and, for me, a pretty good six years too, but first I’ll deal
with this year.
We’ve had some really great talks and events, all superb, but some which particularly stick in the mind
are Rose Baillie’s Hallowe’en Special, where she told us all about Execution Dock, and David
Rosenberg’s talk on the Battle for the East End & Bermondsey where he presented new research about
Moseley’s attempt to march his blackshirts down the Jamaica Road, which he’d carried out just for us.
In a similar vein, last summer we were treated to a wonderful walk by Rachel Kolsky, where she took us
around the Old Jewish East End, and we also paid a visit to the City of London Police station, which
fortunately we were released from afterwards, but not before having a really enjoyable tour of their tiny
museum and a very special visit to the stables to see those rather large police horses.
Last but certainly not least, we staged the Simon Hughes/Peter Tatchell debate in January to mark the 30th
anniversary of the Bermondsey By-election. Not only was this a pretty incredible evening, it was a ‘first’
for our society, it brought in many new members, provided a huge boost to our public profile, and it also
over two hundred pounds for the Society’s coffers. You may also be interested to hear that although I
invited the guys from BBC Politics – they seemed interested but unfortunately couldn’t attend, probably
because they couldn’t spare a reporter. However what they did do was to stage a much shorter version of
our debate for their Newsnight programme three weeks later – only a few minutes, but once again with
Simon and Peter discussing many of the issues which we covered on the 30th. Now they say that imitation
is the sincerest form of flattery – well I think we can all feel very flattered indeed!
Now we all know that events like these don’t simply ‘happen’ so I’d like to thank all our speakers and
walk leaders for educating and entertaining us, and everyone involved with making them such a great
success that they have been.
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Now in addition to our ‘last Wednesday’ events, we do, of course, have our local history journal, the
Redriffe Chronicle, and I’d like to thank Derek Kearey and Martin White for their continued excellent
work. Derek recently mentioned to me that, after what will be twelve years as editor, he would like to
hand the role over after the Spring 2014 edition. So the good news is that we have a year to find a
successor, and if anyone is interested then please speak to my successor or another committee member.
And of course a journal is nothing without content, so I’d particularly like to thank everyone who’s
contributed an article or photo over the past year.
Administration for a society like this is also a vital role, and I’d very much like to thank our Secretary,
Penelope, and Deputy Chairman, Malcolm for all their hard work, together with everyone who’s lent a
hand at our meetings, particularly with the tea & coffee, over the past year. Now Malcolm is very much
our unsung hero – he’s served on the committee for as long as I have, since 1997, but whereas I’m
generally rattling around, making lots of noise and nuisance, Malcolm has quietly ensured that everything
works on the night, and he even arranges his holidays from work to ensure that he is free for local history
meetings. This year Malcolm has asked to step down from his role as Deputy Chair to become committee
member without portfolio, and I’d like to give him a huge thanks for his hard work, reliability and
commitment not just over this year, but for the past fifteen years too.
Time & Talents has looked after us very well over the past year, and I’m pleased to say that the various
issues to which I alluded last year have now been resolved, so I’d like to thank the trustees and officers,
especially Alyson and Devon. And finally, and last but certainly not least, I’d like to thank Stephen
Humphrey, our President, for presiding over us, giving us his annual Presidential Address, and also just
for being there with his vast breadth of knowledge and experience whenever the need should arise.
So as you know, in a few minutes time I will be standing down as Chairman. It was a difficult decision,
but given that I’ve held the position for six years (longer than any of my predecessors), that I’m currently
living around 100 miles away, and that the society is in arguably best shape ever, certainly in terms of
finance and membership numbers, I feel it is the right decision.
We do have a bit of a head start as a local history society as we operate in such an amazingly historic
location, but it has been really satisfying to see how we’ve grown and developed. When I took the reins
six years ago we were a local history group, absolutely fine, but groups are by definition separate and
self-contained. I very much wanted to broaden the appeal and develop a community organisation which
would be attractive to those who wouldn’t automatically have thought of joining a history club – and also
achieve this without compromising its historical integrity.
Well I think we’ve done it: we’re now the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History SOCIETY, we have
Stephen as our president, membership has risen from around 80 to over 130, and we’re just about to
appoint Tommy Steele as our Paton. But what really brings it home now is comments on the membership
applications like "we’ve moved into the area and want to meet other people". It’s more than just history.
So to wrap up, the past six years are now part of my history – it’s been a great experience and I’d like to
thank everybody here for making it that way. Thank you.
Michael Daniels
Other AGM Highlights:
• Tommy Steele OBE appointed as the Society’s first ever Patron.
• Stephen Humphrey and Michael Daniels approved as President and Vice President
respectively.
• The Society elected Claire Sexton as Chair, Richard Turvey as Treasurer & Membership
Registrar, and Penelope Tay as Secretary.
• Malcolm Meachen relinquished the role of Deputy Chairman but remains a committee member.
• The evening concluded with Stephen Humphrey’s presidential address on the subject of Ships
and the Sea in Bermondsey and Rotherhithe.
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Extracts from Treasurer's Report
I offer my apologies that I can’t be here to deliver my report in person tonight but thank Michael for
delivering it in my stead.
It gives me great pleasure to advise you that, as at 5 April 2012, the Society’s funds amounted to
£4,185.47 (as compared with £3,630 at the same time last year).
We reached a mutually satisfactory agreement with Time and Talents such that speakers’ fees owing to
the Society were offset against hall hire owing to Time and Talents. The Society is therefore now
responsible for the receipt and banking of its own membership subscriptions (rather than these passing
through Time and Talents as previously and thus covering our speakers’ fees and room hire in this way).
We therefore owe hall hire to Time and Talents at a rate of £40 per visit for the current year which will
take this figure down to £3,825.47.
Projected figures for the year to 31 March 2014 are based on our current membership being 133 paying
members which means that our income for the year 2013/2014 (excluding donations and refreshment
monies) should be £9.90 x 133 totalling £1,316.70 (part of which is already included in the monies above
as several members have already paid their dues for the year). We will pay hall rental at £40 a visit
(totalling £360 for 9 visits) and we pay 11 x £25 in speakers’ fees totalling £275. Added to this is (at a
generous approximation) a further £350 per annum covering Chronicle production, stationery, postage,
website domain rental, etc., so we anticipate profit for the year of around £331 as a cushion against
emergencies (such as equipment malfunction). As with the previous year, this figure does not include
those members in arrears by greater than one year. We also receive sundry donations throughout the year
and the tea and coffee donations increase this figure.
It remains for me to thank you all for your support over my years as Treasurer and to advise you that we
remain financially secure for the period to 31 March 2014.
Bee Lucas-Buckley

Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society Committee Members
Stephen Humphreys - President
Michael Daniels - Vice President
Claire Sexton - Chair
Richard Turvey - Treasurer & Membership Secretary
Penelope Tay - Secretary
Malcolm Meachen - Committee Member

Tommy Steele becomes our first ever Patron
On Wednesday 24th April the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society endorsed Tommy
Steele, OBE, as its first ever Patron. At a packed AGM in The Old Mortuary, Rotherhithe Village,
members of the society, which Tommy referred to as both "thoughtful and exciting", voted unanimously
in favour of the appointment.
Outgoing Chairman, Michael Daniels, said “Tommy was born and bred in these parts and has often
spoken of his affection for the neighbourhood in which he started out. He is an amazingly multi-talented
individual who has been a household name for as long as I can remember and I am delighted that he has
agreed to become our first ever Patron.”
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Len Hatch

It is deeply regretted to have to report the death of Len Hatch. He died
suddenly on Saturday, October 12th, aged 84. In a few months’ time he would
have celebrated 60 years of marriage to Mary. Recently, he had found it
extremely difficult to walk, and attended the society’s September meeting in a
wheelchair.
He was a highly-valued and respected member, and it is no exaggeration to say
that he was a treasure of Bermondsey and Rotherhithe. His detailed knowledge
of the docks and wharves of the old upstream Port of London, where he had
once worked, and of local streets, businesses and residents, could hardly have
been equalled. For example, hardly anyone can recall Seven Step Alley and the
Ark, as he did. In the 1980s, he served as Chairman of the Bermondsey
Society, a forerunner of this one.
We have lost so much by his passing, and we were most privileged to have him
in our midst.
S.C.H.
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GOSSIP AND TITBITS
Items Offered for Sale - Donated by Diana Rimel
Member and ex-chairman of R&BLHS, Diana Rimel, has the following items to sell:
Three Centuries: the Story of Our Ancient Brewery, Barclay, Perkins & Co.,Ltd by BW Cockes & LW
Cook, published by Harley Publishing 1951
The Story of Bankside; Bermondsey (2 issues) by Mary Boast
The Story of the Borough (2 issues) by Mary Boast
The Mayflower & Pilgrim Story, Chapters from Rotherhithe & Southwark by Mary Boast
London Docklands (Street Atlas & Guide 1988) by Judy Allen & J Carrol, published by Nicholson
Old Ordnance Survey Maps - Rotherhithe 1914 Godfrey
Diana is asking £2.00 each for the Mary Boast books - less for the other items. It does not include
postage if required or you can collect from Diana - she lives in Charlton.
If you are interested please contact Diana direct by email: diana.historytalk@gmail.com
All proceeds to go to Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society.

The Clipper Ambassador - sister ship of the Cutty Sark
Information about this composite ship, its construction in Lavender Dry Dock, its journeys across the seas
including the Tea Race, its various owners and its eventual beaching at San Gregorio in Chile appeared in
the Autumn 2011 issue of the Chronicle. The stimulus for this piece had come from contact with
Christophe Pollet who is Archaeologist-Senior Scientific Investigator at the Institute of Nautical and
Subaquatic Archaeology (IANS) in Santiago de Chile.
We are now very pleased to be informed of the start of a project led by Christophe and his colleague
Pedro Pujante entitled "Maritime Heritage in the Magellan Straight Area: Laser Survey and
Archaeological Record of the Clipper Ship Ambassador, Historic Monument'" funded by Fondart, an
agency of the Chilean Government. This will involve the first planimetric survey of any of the three
remaining composite ships: Cutty Sark, City of Adelaide and Ambassador. It will also assess the physical
condition of the wreck with a view to conservation.
The National Maritime Museum holds a collection of photos of the wreck taken in 1970 by the wellknown sailor, writer and photographer Alan Villiers. We have been able to send copies of these to the
project so that they are able to see what its structure looked like more than 40 years ago.
I am sure that I speak for us all when I say that this archaeological initiative is very welcome news. We
shall keep our eye on what is going on in Chile. For those of the society's members who are on
Facebook, the Institute's Facebook link is www.facebook.com/ians.chile. A website for the Ambassador
Project is planned. We wish the project well.
Martin White

“The Salter Family is on its way!” - Update
Following Lionel Wright's piece in the last Chronicle, a black-cab driver, Robert Lordan, found out about
the theft of the Alfred Salter statue. Learning from Graham Taylor, SSC trustee, that the Salters had
unexpected links with cab drivers, he decided to write an article for the London cab-drivers’ magazine,
Taxi, including this information: “Alfred and Ada were also great friends of the London taxi trade;
frequently speaking out in favour of cabbies’ rights and supporting drivers through a number of early 20th
century strikes. With the Salter's support, Ben Smith – an ambitious cabbie from Hayes – managed to
become MP for Rotherhithe. Ben later went on to become Minister of Food under Clement Attlee and
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eventually received a knighthood for his work.”
Entitled A Cruel Theft: A pioneering doctor, his stolen statue and the campaign to replace it, you can
read it on www.taxinewspaper.co.uk/downloads/Taxi_293.pdf (page 29). The article is illustrated with a
lovely photo of Joyce (the Salter's daughter) sitting on Alfred’s shoulder.
For more information on the Salter Statues Campaign please email: Salterstatues@gmail.com or visit its
website: www.salterstatues.co.uk
The Salter Statues Campaign has a limited stock of Fenner Brockway’s book ’Bermondsey Story: The Life
of Alfred Salter’ for sale. Southwark Libraries also has copies at several sites.

Major Study of Donald Hankey
Dr Ross Davies, Chairman of the Vauxhall Society, writes to let us know that, in December, there will
appear a major study of Donald Hankey. A best-selling soldier-writer, Donald Hankey was one of the
thousands killed at the Somme in 1916. Hankey Place and Hankey Place Gardens, Southwark, were
named in recognition of his pre-war work for Bermondsey's youth. Hankey wrote under the pen-name ‘A
Student in Arms’. The Southwark link will be explored further this December when Ashgate publishes
Ross Davies’s A Student in Arms: Donald Hankey and Edwardian Society at War.

Proceedings of the Fifth Symposium on Shipbuilding on the Thames
Chris Everett of the The Docklands History Group writes to inform us that you can now purchase copies
of the proceedings of the Fifth Symposium on Shipbuilding on the Thames held in February 2012 at the
Museum of London, Docklands. Price is £20 per copy plus £5 postage
Information also available on the Docklands History Group Website www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/

Guided Walks of Deptford Creek
A walk up the Creek is a unique and fascinating experience. At high tide, up to 7 metres of water floods
the Creek. As the tide retreats, London’s “Grand Canyon” is revealed and the walks are led along this
gorge on the stony river bottom. Deptford Creek is one of the capital’s unexpected and hidden green
gems – providing an unmatched opportunity for adventure and discovery not found elsewhere in London
and a haven for hundreds of fresh and saltwater plants and animals. It is one of London’s most historic
waterways where the past flows into the present. Discoverers are supplied with thigh-length waders and
sticks to help keep balance and are guided by people passionate about the Creek, its history and wildlife.
Walks last about two and a half hours from booting-up to returning to the streets of London. Booking is
essential to guarantee a place, so contact the Creekside Discovery Centre, 14 Creekside, Deptford SE8
4SA; Tel 0208 692 9922; email info@creeksidecentre.org.uk to book a place.
Dates and Times: Sunday 11 November 11.00am - Sunday 8 December 11.00am - Sunday 9 February
2014 2.00pm
Cost: Adults £10.00, Children (8 to 16) and Concessions £8.50. Family of 2 Adults & 2 Children £28.00

Thames Discovery Programme
Surrey Docks Farm Project
The site that Surrey Docks Farm occupies has a fascinating and eventful past – as a shipyard and timber
yard - and as a river ambulance station that conveyed smallpox and fever patients to isolation hospitals
downriver. It has also experienced dramatic events such as the floods of 1928 and the Blitz bombing of
the Surrey Docks in 1940. A new Heritage Lottery funded project will be researching all these events,
and, with the help of archaeologists from the Thames Discovery Programme, will survey the site and its
foreshore for the physical evidence to create a history trail around the farm from the findings.
At the moment the project is looking for people who can help with information and would love to speak
to anyone with knowledge of the previous uses and events on the site, for example:
- The shipbuilding/breaking and timber yards on the site from the 18th century to 1880
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- The river ambulance station, especially if you know of anyone who worked here or came through here
as a patient 1884-1932
- Any uses of the river ambulance station or its pier later in the 1930s, perhaps related to wartime
preparations or hospital use
- The 1928 floods or WW2 Blitz, eg memories of anyone who experienced these events on the site or in
the surrounding streets
- The demolition of the bomb-damaged river ambulance station
- Any uses of this land between 1945-1985
Any information is welcome, whether personal experience, stories you’ve heard, or family history related
to this site. If you’re able to help with any of the above or would like to know more, please contact the
project co-ordinator, Germander Speedwell, details via the web link heritage@surreydocksfarm.org.uk
Tel 07986 776488 at Surrey Docks Farm.
Joseph Cristall & Sons, ship-breakers of 294 Rotherhithe Street, Rotherhithe
On the Thames Discovery website, Jacqueline Day, has written about Joseph Cristall & Sons, shipbreakers of 294 Rotherhithe Street. She quotes from four newspaper cuttings that describe the tools and
materials at their riverfront yard. It tells of three auctions of their goods on different dates in 1851 and a
fire at the premises in 1853. Find it at www.thamesdiscovery.org/frog-blog/cap-n-pugwash-s-titbits
Thefts from Thomas Brandram
For 150 years the Brandrams had a large chemical works near the river in Rotherhithe. Margaret Sparks
writes about thefts from the Brandrams and the subsequent dealings at the Old Bailey in the first half of
the 19th century. Find out more at www.thamesdiscovery.org/frog-blog/theft-of-3000lbs-of-saltpetre
More on the Brandrams
Margaret Sparks has a fascination with Brandrams and has written about the last days of the firm. The
firm was sold in 1958 and had 21 acres of land in Rotherhithe stretching from Brandram's Wharf on the
river to the south entrance to Rotherhithe Tunnel. They claim to have "painted the navies of the world"
developing many shades of Battleship grey. Read the whole piece at www.thamesdiscovery.org/frogblog/-we-painted-the-world-s-navies-

REVIEWS OF RECENT SOCIETY EVENTS
Prisons and Prisoners of the Borough, 1100 - 1880 - Walk with Lionel Wright, May 2013
On a late May evening, threatening to rain, Lionel Wright took over 20 people on a fascinating walking
tour around the Borough area looking at the
sites of prisons which are now largely nonexistent.
From his opening statement,
complete with maps and drawings, it would
be tempting to think that the whole of
Southwark used to be full of gaol houses and
crammed with prisoners who had been
confined for crime or debt.
The Three Prisons at Borough Corner
Although the famous Clink was mentioned
briefly it was out of the tour area and Lionel
concentrated on three major ex-landmarks: the
Marshalsea, the King's Bench and Surrey
County Gaol. At various dates between the
14th century and the early years of Queen
Victoria’s reign, the three prisons occupied

Drawing of the White Lyon Inn, the first Surrey
County Gaol (Jenny O'Neill)
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overlapping sites along the stretch of Borough
High Street between Angel Place, beside John
Harvard Library, and Newcomen Street at the
southern boundary of todays Guy’s Hospital.
While the Marshalsea and King’s Bench were
fairly substantial buildings, the Surrey County
Gaol opened around 1580 in a small disused
inn called The White Lyon, near Angel Place.
In all three cases not only were the actual
buildings long-gone but the roads and open
spaces had been remodelled so that it wasn’t
obvious at first glance where the
establishments had been. Fortunately, Lionel
was equipped with copious maps, diagrams,
drawings and photos to guide us. Clearly he
had done masses of research to support the
tour.

The King's Bench Prison as it appeared in 1823
(Southwark Local Studies Library)

This was not simply a talk about prisons but a
trip to the culture of London in times gone by,
before various prison reforms had been made in the 19th century. Prisoners were often cooped up in
communal halls, in highly unsanitary and diseased conditions and with the sexes unsegregated. If you did
not have a family to help you, you might not have got fed. And even if you had paid off your debts, you
might not have had enough money to pay the discharge fees.
Private Management of the Old Gaols
In times gone by, prison governors were private individuals who paid the official post-holder a fee to run
the institution and then proceeded to recoup their investment and profit from the inmates in a whole host
of ways. They ran establishments like personal fiefdoms where those with money could get better
conditions and even have access to bowling greens and tennis! A couple of the street names behind
Borough Corner testify to this. For a while, in the early Middle Ages, courts were 'ambulatory' with gaol
staff and prisoners transported in carts as part of the monarch’s entourage - conjuring up images of a
travelling road-show.
Marshalsea Prison
The first establishment Lionel
discussed was the Marshalsea.
This occupied two sites, the
second just beyond St. George's
Churchyard near Borough station,
and its predecessor a short way up
the High Street towards the river.
The second Marshalsea, which
closed in 1842, is now more
famous because of its associations
with Charles Dickens, including
his novel ‘Little Dorrit’ which is
set there. At the age of 12,
Charles had visited his father
John in the new Marshalsea. A
Remains of the first Marshalsea Prison in the early 19th
wall of the last Marshalsea Gaol
Century (Southwark Local Studies Library)
survives on one side of St.
George’s Churchyard Gardens, next to Angel Place.
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The Mannings Murder and the New Surrey County Gaol
We then went on to the corner of Weston
Street and Guy Street, in the Leathermarket
area. Now low-rise Council flats, in the
Victorian period this was a terrace called
Minver (or Miniver) Place. Number 3 was
the home of two of the Borough’s most
celebrated criminal prisoners, Frederick and
Maria Manning, who murdered Maria’s
former partner in order to steal his shares
and investments.
The Mannings were
convicted of the killing and, in 1849,
executed on the gatehouse roof of the new
Surrey County Gaol by public executioner
William Calcraft.
Also known as
Horsemonger Lane Gaol, this was located
on what is now called Harper Lane. Charles
Dickens was one of tens of thousands of
The home of Frederick and Maria Manning - 3
people who witnessed the execution.
Minver Place - in the 1950s. No 3 is the house where
Afterwards he wrote a famous letter to The
the man is looking out of the window (Southwark
Times in which he condemned public
Local Studies Library)
executions and the behaviour of the crowd at
these events. This letter has been seen as contributing to the eventual abolition of public execution in
1868.
Another famous prisoner executed at the gaol was Colonel Despard who, with others, was convicted of
taking part in a conspiracy linked to Irish republicanism and hanged in 1803.
The Devepolment of Newington Gardens
Surrey County Gaol was finally closed in the late 1870s and demolished. Lionel took us to where the
prison gatehouse stood. This was the last bit to go and for some years the gatehouse structure remained in
use as a Weights & Measures office. After lobbying by local magistrates and public health campaigners,
a portion of the prison grounds was used for a children's playground in Newington Gardens in 1884.
Later, the playground was enlarged until it occupied most of the old prison site. The area has a
continuing link with Horsemonger Lane Gaol in the playground’s alternative name ‘Gaol Park’.
John Howard and the Prison Reform
Lionel explained a connection between Surrey County Gaol and the great prison reformer of the 18th
century, John Howard (1726-1790). Howard surveyed conditions in many prisons and wrote a seminal
report The State of the Prisons in 1777. Among other things, he pressed for separation of the sexes, a
greater use of separation for prisoners generally, and the right to be released even if the prisoner could not
meet the discharge fees. Work continued after his death under the aegis of groups such as the Howard
League for Penal Reform.
One of the prisons John Howard visited was an annexe of Surrey County Gaol in St. George’s Fields.
When the county’s population increased to the point a larger prison was needed, the authorities applied
Howard’s principles in the design of the new Surrey County Gaol.
King's Bench Prison
The third gaol on the walk was the King's Bench Prison. From the 14th century until 1755 this was in
Mermaid Court (formerly Alley) around the area of todays 201 Borough High Street. In 1758 the prison
was rebuilt a short distance away on the west side of Borough High Street. Nothing remains of the final
site which is now the Scovell housing estate. Lionel was able to produce a picture and described the
conditions. The second King’s Bench Prison had places for about 400 inmates but when debtors’ families
were taken into account it actually held as many as 1,400 people. Wealthier prisoners were allowed to
buy the right to live outside the prison in a defined neighbouring area called ‘The Rules’.
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Debt and Emigration
Imprisonment for debt began in mediaeval times and for several hundred years a person who was owed
money could apply to have the debtor jailed. The numbers affected grew to tens of thousands each year
and the issue became a matter of public debate. Several parliamentary committees looked at the problem
of debt and one solution that was proposed was to allow debtors to emigrate. The American state of
Georgia, and the city of Savannah in particular, became the home of a number of former prisoners from
the King’s Bench and other debtors’ prisons in the Borough.
Reform of Debt Laws and the End of the Borough Prisons
Of course, during the reign of Queen Victoria the King's Bench was known as the Queen's Prison after
1842 and it subsequently became the Southwark Convict Prison in its last years. There were major
reforms to the law on debt in 1842 which led to the Marshalsea Gaol and Fleet Prison north of the river
being merged into the Queen’s Prison. Then, from 1869, imprisonment for debt ceased to be used on a
large scale. This was a major factor in the demise of prisons in the Borough.
Lionel's talk was very informative, and well-researched. For those who want to know a little more there
is plenty written on each of the three prisons and on John Howard in Wikipedia. Southwark Local History
Library also has books, pamphlets, cuttings and drawings on all the old prisons of the Borough. I am
grateful to Lionel for his help in checking the accuracy of this article.
Keith Silvester

Thames Discovery Programme Revisited and Foreshore Walk with Eliott Wragg, June 2013

Following Eliott Wragg's (from the
Thames Discovery Programme) talk in
June, a number of intrepid R&BLHS
members enjoyed an excellent foreshore
walk with him down by the river - see
photo right..

Some interesting items found during the
walk are shown in the photo left.
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Walworth and the Elephant - Walk with Stephen Humphrey, July 2013
A large group (47) of R&BLHS members assembled outside Kennington Underground Station at 7.00pm
on 31 July for one of Stephen Humphrey's excellent walks. Unfortunately I do not have a write-up of the
event but on the front page there is a photo of the group with Stephen outside St Mary Newington church.

Good Health in an Adverse Environment - Part 2
This is the second part of a transcript of the talk given by Dr Aubrey Westlake at the Esoteric and
Spiritualist Conference on 21 June 1969 under the general theme of:

A Design for Living
Two years before in 1920 I had joined the firm, first as a locum, and then on the sudden death of one of
the 3 remaining members of the firm, as a partner; and this invitation to join I regard as one of the great
events and privileges of my life, and it came in the most round about way, as I record in my book - "The
Pattern of Health", so much so that I have always thought there was more in it than mere chance.
To me as a young doctor it was to prove a memorable period of my life and to provide a unique education
personally, medically and socially. Medically, although in the winter time there was too much work, I
felt it was infinitely worthwhile, for the patients showed a trust and faith that made one give of ones best,
and produce results which were certainly more than the drugs one used. And their consideration and
gratitude were such it was not only a duty but a pleasure to help. Many a time a patient might come to the
surgery running a temperature and far from well, and on asking why he or she had not sent for me to visit
them the reply would be "I didn't want to make more work for you, doctor, I know how busy you are".
I learnt the true meaning of being a family doctor and not just a medical attendant, one who was also a
friend, a guide and a counsellor in all the many family problems of life under most adverse conditions.
Over the years I developed an admiration and real affection for these poor but courageous, sturdy,
independent folk who liked to stand on their own feet. Every one, apart from the Irish who had settled in
Bermondsey since the building of the railway to London Bridge, good sound English stock - the very salt
of the earth. We had no foreigners apart from three families of Jews, and this made for a noteworthy
homogeneity (one of the secrets of subsequent success), and the very adversity of the conditions made for
a real community of interests, from which, if anyone fell on bad times or were in need of help they could
always rely on their neighbours to help out, eg if a mother went sick or was confined in childbirth; for the
mothers of those days had their babies at home among their families and friends, looked after by most
excellent and efficient midwives.
Bermondsey was in fact a real community.
It must be remembered that all this was before the coming of the National Health Service and the Welfare
State - which latter I have always regarded as a mixed blessing - but there was the Lloyd George National
Health Insurance which provided free medical attention to all employed people. Thus the working men
and younger women who worked in the factories etc were insured, but most of the women and children
had to pay for medical attention. By 1920 the private fees had risen from the original 6d to 1/6d to see the
doctor at the surgery, and 2/6d for a visit, both paid at the time, and included medicine supplied from our
own dispensary.
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Between four of us (as another doctor joined the firm a year or so later) we had about 10,000 panel
patients plus at least an equal number od dependents, and so we were busy - at what we called quiet times
the doctor on duty would see not less that 40 - 50 a day in the surgeries.
But not so busy as might have been expected from the adverse conditions, as people fed remarkably well.
Although wages were low, apart from betting, drink and cinemas, there was little in those days to spend
money on and so they spent it mainly on food, on which the majority did themselves proud.
We were fortunate in having three excellent street markets. Some of the stallholders would go up in the
early hours of the morning to Covent Garden for fruit and vegetables, to Billingsgate for fresh fish, which
they would bring and sell later the same day at very reasonable prices from their stalls. These, with other
stallholders, gave a daily supply of excellent fresh cheap food. For example one could buy a whole wild
rabbit, skinned and jointed on the spot for 10d, and excellent smoked haddocks could be had from 2d
upwards, and herrings 2½d a pound.
Other foods were not standardised, nor so sophisticated and processed as they are today, these you could
obtain in the best high class shops (surprising as it may sound) selling the best brands, the best meat, and
the best bread and confectionary. There were also shops devoted to one commodity such as offal of all
kinds, as well as others selling the cheaper brands, eg you could get Russian butter at 11d a pound.
All this excellent cheap food was a great factor in helping to preserve the people from the worse effects of
their otherwise adverse and depressing environment.
After 1922 I did an increasing amount of the medical work at Southwark Park Road end of the practice, as
I took ever more of the daily surgeries in order to allow Dr Salter to devote himself to his parliamentary
duties; but this was by no means all plain sailing, as he had a hold on his patients that if they could not see
him they would not see anyone-else initially.
But we must return to the revolution. With the vision and enthusiasm and now the power and means to
bring about the transformation of Bermondsey, Dr Salter and his party set to work.
It is interesting to see what was the first thing they did - certainly not what was expected.
On the instigation of Mrs Salter who had been elected Mayor, the Borough Council appointed a special
Beautification Committee, of which she became Chairman, with the express purpose of bringing nature
and colour into Bermondsey by planting avenues of trees in the streets, and then planting all the odd
corners, waste places and old grave yards with flowers brought up from a small estate called Fairby
Grange which the Salters had previously purchased with the idea of a convalescent home. Here the
Borough Gardens Superintendent grew flowers for transplanting in Bermondsey. In addition private
individuals were encouraged to plant their own forecourts and gardens as well as window boxes
everywhere especially in the forbidding dismal 19th century tenement buildings.
The slogan of the Beautification Committee was "Every front a flower garden".
In 2 years 9,000 trees of 18 different varieties were planted in the streets, and 60,000 cuttings of flowering
plants in every place where flowers would grow, and in 5 years nearly every street and alley had its trees nature and beauty had come to Bermondsey; and not only that but, as Dr Salter said, "the green leaves
purified the atmosphere and helped to make Bermondsey more healthy". The Borough indeed soon
became famous far beyond its borders, for its encouragement of the love of floral beauty, and for its prize
winning gardens both public and private, some of the best in London.
This inspiring spiritual uplift having been given to the whole population, the Council next turned its
attention to the needs of boys and girls for playgrounds and play areas, and a special Act of Parliament
was passed in one noteworthy instance to enable the Council to secure a suitable site. But the main
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attention was turned to the old disused graveyards which after respectful adaption were turned into play
centres for the living - the young children - with swings, slides, climbing frames and the like.
Only after this did it start on the great problem of housing. Dr Salter's solution was to drastically reduce
the population and then to demolish two-thirds of the Borough and rebuild it as a Garden City, and it was
decided to commence with one of the worst slums called Salisbury Street, an area of 4 acres which had
been condemned 30 years earlier and had been scheduled for clearance 5 or 6 times, but nothing had been
done.
Great opposition, as was to be expected, was encountered to such a scheme both at LCC and Government
levels, but after many setbacks the opposition was finally overcome and the scheme was sanctioned, the
slum was cleared and 34 cottages with gardens were built at a cost of £525 a house by direct labour. The
first garden village scheme had materialized and become a remarkable fact.
In view of the success of this pioneer project a second similar scheme was prepared to replace another
notorious slum, but this time the LCC and the Government said definitely no, and sanction could not be
obtained in spite of all that the Council and Dr Salter could do. Thus a deadlock was reached and was
never resolved. The garden village concept had to be finally abandoned.
But while it had been a magnificent and brave effort it was never a really workable policy, on a big scale,
as the concept was in fact too idealistic and impracticable given the large population had to be rehoused
without LCC and Government support. The proposed building of cottages instead of blocks of flats was
perfectly correct but it required not the sprawl of rural development but the high density of a proper urban
development such as was prepared by that eminent architect Tristram Edwards in his 100 new town
scheme. Unfortunately this was never thought of, and what was thought to be the only alternative, as I
shall relate, lead to most unfortunate results.
(To be continued in the Spring 2014 Edition)
Transcript provided by Ian McAuley

Albion Street in the Census Returns of 1851
The usual pattern of street-numbering by which odd numbers ascend on one side of a street and even
numbers ascend on the other, in the same direction, is generally no more than a century and a half old.
Anciently, signs were used to identify properties, especially business premises in main streets. When
numbers were introduced they were applied in a very different manner from the late Victorian standard.
Sometimes they were applied under an Act of Parliament, which was usually a local Act for paving,
lighting and watching, but quite often they were applied privately by landowners and builders. What was
lacking was an overall pattern and that was because in most districts there was no one authority
empowered to impose a pattern.
It was common to find consecutive numbers running along one side of the road and the same sequence on
the other. Sometimes, as in Tanner Street, there were three sequences. Very often, each separate terrace
of houses would be named and numbered separately so that the address would be, for example, 4 York
Place and not, say, 36 Jamaica Road. The Old Kent Road had a huge number of terraces.
The Metropolis Local Management Act of 1855, which set up the Metropolitan Board of Works on
January 1st, 1856, superseded the old order. Thenceforth there was a central authority to govern streetnaming and street-numbering in London and gradually a series of orders for individual streets brought
order amidst the old chaos. And no street in my experience had so chaotic a numbering as Albion Street
at Rotherhithe. I am sure that there were more examples that are incredible but this one was extreme.
The Mad Hatter could not have produced a more wayward sequence of numbers.

16

What follows is the full list of entries for Albion Street in the census returns of 1851 in the order in which
they were recorded. Nos. 1 and 3 appear six times each; Nos. 2 and 4 appear seven times each; No. 5
appears four times; Nos. 6, 7 and 8 appear three times each; and No. 9 appears five times (once in
combination with 10). There were also four cottages without numbers and two empty houses.
Census Piece HO107/1583/ff/330r-343v
1 Albion Street
2 Albion Street
3 Albion Street
4 Albion Street
5 Albion Street
6 Albion Street
Cottage Back of No. 6
7 Albion Street
8 Albion Street
9 & 10 Albion Street [sic]
Albion Cottage
1 Albion Street
2 Albion Street
3 Albion Street
4 Albion Street
5 Albion Street
4 Albion Street
3 Albion Street
2 Albion Street
1 Albion Street
2 Albion Street
3 Albion Street
4 Albion Street
5 Albion Street
6 Albion Street
7 Albion Street
8 Albion Street
9 Albion Street
10 Albion Street
11 Albion Street
12 Albion Street
13 Albion Street
14 Albion Street
15 Albion Street
16 Albion Street
17 Albion Street
18 Albion Street
Cottage
Albion Street Cottage
1 Albion Street
2 Albion Street
One house empty

50 Albion Street
49 Albion Street
48 Albion Street
47 Albion Street
46 Albion Street
45 Albion Street
44 Albion Street
4 Albion Street
3 Albion Street
2 Albion Street
1 Albion Street
20 Albion Street
One house uninhabited
[presumably No. 19]
18 Albion Street
17 Albion Street
16 Albion Street
10 Albion Street
9 Albion Street
8 Albion Street
7 Albion Street
6 Albion Street
5 Albion Street
4 Albion Street
9 Albion Street
9 Albion Street [sic]
28 Albion Street
27 Albion Street
26 Albion Street
25 Albion Street
24 Albion Street
7 Richards Terrace, Albion Street*
6 Richards Terrace, Albion Street
5 Richards Terrace, Albion Street
4 Richards Terrace, Albion Street
3 Richards Terrace, Albion Street
2 Richards Terrace, Albion Street
1 Richards Terrace, Albion Street
4 Albion Street
3 Albion Street
2 Albion Street
1 Albion Street

* The name of this terrace is given as Richard’s Terrace in the London County Council list of street-names
in 1929; it was absorbed into Albion Street on July 18th, 1873, when Nos. 1-119 and 2-94 were applied to
the street by the Metropolitan Board of Works.
Stephen Humphrey
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BOOK REVIEW
Dad, Mum and Me by Julia Plumb
In Dad, Mum and Me, Julia paints vivid
pictures of life - everyday life, the hardships
and how people managed to carry on with
very little - in and around Bermondsey and
Deptford. She tells of a time when most
people were happy with their lot even though
they were struggling - a far cry from today.	
  
Among the trades in Bermondsey she lists
tanneries, hop warehouses, brewers (Courage,
Black Eagle, Red Lion), a horse slaughterer,
chandlers, tripe dressers, hoof and bone
merchants, wheelwrights and sailmakers and
the inevitable pawnbrokers. Public houses
mentioned are Baptist Head, Old Sword and
Buckler, Old Bunch of Grapes, Blue Anchor
and Eight Bells and Anitgallican Star.
Julia's mother was born in Hungary and part
of the book tells of her upbringing there, her
move to Britain and how she and Julia went
back there for a visit after the war. How Julia
remembers all this I do not know as she must
have been just a tot at the time.
I particularly liked the descriptions that Julia
gives of life just after the war when the family
was living in Deptford. It conjured up my
own memories when she mentions prefabs;
coal-bunkers; the tin bath outside which was
brought in once a week for everyone to have a
bath; Saturday morning pictures; Manzes pie
and mash shop; Petticoat Lane and having winkles for tea after hooking them out of their shells with a
pin. A lot of this has sadly disappeared. Like Julia, I also remember playing out on bomb-sites although
she calls them "debris".
One thing in particular I can relate to and that was trying to master the art of writing with a pen - scratchy
nibs and having to dip the pen into the inkwell. I, like Julia, still have a lump on my finger through
having to grip the pen so tightly.
I thoroughly enjoyed this book. Not only does it tell the story of a close-knit family in the last century but
also gives good historical descriptions of the times. It is both informative and entertaining. It is written
in a way that makes you feel you are there with the author witnessing events as they happen.
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A thoroughly enjoyable read. I was disappointed when I came to the end. It would have been nice for the
story to have continued at least a little further to find out what happened to "Mum, Dad and Me". Just a
short postscript would be enough. Perhaps Julia is planning a sequel!
The format of this book is an ebook. It means that it can only be purchased in electronic form and not in
the usual printed form. I cannot say that I am a fan of ebooks preferring to take a book from a shelf and
physically hold it. I do not like the idea of being forced to read on some device. However, it seems this
is the way things are going. It is cheaper to produce, hence the growing popularity, plus we are not
cutting down huge forests of trees but I still feel that there will always be a place for printed books.
Format: Kindle Edition
Print Length: 45 pages with 8 illustrations
Publisher: Dynasty Press Ltd (12 Nov 2012)
Language: English
ISBN: 978-09568038-4-9

File Size: 829 KB
Simultaneous Device Usage: Unlimited
Sold by: Amazon Media EU S.à r.l.
ASIN: B00A6HZREG

Only available as an ebook, price £5.14 at Amazon or free to borrow if you have a Kindle Prime Account.
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REMINISCENCES
Annie and the Plastic Bags
As a child I grew up on the Manor Estate, behind the Blue Market. I spent many a Saturday shopping
with my mum and sister, waiting for mum to stop chatting to the hundreds of people she knew.
But those Saturdays were exciting because we visited Annie who owned the fruit and veg shop in the
Blue. Annie, from my childhood memory, was a tiny grey-haired lady who wore gloves with the fingers
cut off, sensible shoes and a smile.
Now Annie used the blue carrier-bags we recognize from a market in London but me and sister, well I
don’t know why we did we just did. We would save our carrier bags from shopping and when we had a
good collection we would take them to Annie for her to use. In return for our collection, Annie would
give us an orange or an apple and always a thank you.
When I think of the Blue and Bermondsey I think of Annie and a plastic carrier bag.
Claire Sexton
Hartley's Jam Factory
Pat Kingwell wrote saying how much he enjoyed the article on Hartley's Jam Factory in the last
Chronicle. He has sent photos of his late father, Arthur Kingwell, whilst at Hartley's in the 1950s.

Arthur - second from left - with workmates (two are named as Dawson and Chippen)
having a break
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Arthur working on barrels with a casual worker

Arthur in the Hartley's football team (he is the goalkeeper)
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NOTES AND QUERIES
Those who wish to submit queries, notes or short pieces that can be accommodated in this section should
send them to Martin White, 77 Kidbrooke Grove, London SE3 0LQ, e-mail martinwhit@hotmail.com.
Those who are able to assist an enquirer by answering a query or adding to information already provided
should reply to them direct and send a copy to Martin for placing in the next issue. As a matter of course,
most enquirers are referred to Southwark Local History Library at the time their query is acknowledged.
Mendham House: The Cluniac Connection
I am researching family connections in and around Bermondsey and have discovered that two strands of
my family (names Betts, Norman and Pretty) had migrated from the tiny Suffolk village of Mendham to
Bermondsey to work either as tanners or, for the females, in domestic service. During my wanders
around Bermondsey, I came across Mendham House on the corner of Long Lane and Bermondsey Street.
The coincidence of a block of flats on the Cluny Estate bearing the same name as my relatives' village
intrigues me and I wonder whether anyone has information on the history of the land on which the flats
now stand or any idea as to why this name was chosen for the block?
Maureen Sullivan msullivan58@hotmail.co.uk
Mendham House was put up by the Greater London Council in 1967, architects Carle & Partners, and
passed to Southwark on the abolition of the GLC. It is now the responsibility of Leathermarket JMB, a
residents organisation that has taken over the administration of a number of Southwark's properties in the
area. There may well have been a building on the site with the same name before this one.
Prompted by a medievalist member of
staff at the local history library, I
started thinking about Cluny and it
was easy to find online the fact that
Mendham in Suffolk at one time had
a Cluniac priory. Cluny was the
mother house of all Cluniac priories
and that included Bermondsey Priory
until it became Bermondsey Abbey.
The priory/abbey was located in the
area bounded by Bermondsey Street,
Abbey Street and Grange Walk,
basically the Bermondsey Square
area, hence the name of the estate. So
there is a connection here somewhere
and it would be interesting to know
the detail of it. Did any building or
location have the name Mendham
before the 1967 development? Did
Bermondsey Priory hold land in
Suffolk or have some kind of
administrative responsibility for Mendham Priory which for most of its life seems to have had only about
eight monks in residence?
Maureen discovered the connection independently and located the pile of stones which is all that is left of
Mendham Priory. But she wonders why her family chose to migrate to Bermondsey and this raises a
completely different issue, namely the motivations for migration to London in general, and Bermondsey
in particular, during the course of the nineteenth century when the population increased at an
unprecedented rate. Why did people come in such great numbers to Bermondsey when much of the work
was casual and low-paid and the poverty was well-attested as can be seen in the writings of Henry
Mayhew; in The Bitter Cry of Outcast London by Rev Andrew Mearns; and in the survey reports of
Charles Booth. Maybe it was just better than where they came from. So, information and thoughts on
Mendham House and migration to Bermondsey would be most welcome.
Martin White
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Building in Newham's Row, Bermondsey
I owned an antique centre at 177 Bermondsey St for about 12 years. Down Newham's Row at the bottom
was a building which was obviously a prison. Cells remained with feeding slots and signs of bunks on
the walls. Outside was what looked like a shower or washing facility. I was told 177 was the Chief
Warden's House. I can find no record of a prison or workhouse in this area and would be grateful for any
information.
Peter Irvine
Stephen Potter from Southwark Local History Library: The building that I think you have in mind was a
glue factory in the 1880s and 1930s. It has now been demolished although we do have one photograph of
it from the 1970s, viewed from the churchyard. I remember this query being raised in the 1990s and at
that time I went to see the building. There were iron balconies on the outside giving access to the doors
which by that time I think had been converted into flats. It certainly looked like a prison. But there is no
evidence that these had ever been anything other than storage rooms previously. There may well have
been a need to ventilate them through the doors if they contained bones or glue. Also, it would not be
surprising if there were shelves on the storeroom walls.
Coffee house at 93 Jamaica Road
Please do you have any information or photos of this coffee house where our ancestor Alice Maud Mary
Thrasher worked in 1891? George Cornwall was the coffee housekeeper. Do you have any knowledge of
the social history of coffee houses? Who used coffee houses at this time? Theatrical people? Members
of the aristocracy? Alice and her family were involved with the theatre, probably in the first instance as
dressmakers, and used a number of different names, not all the result of marriage: Torplow, Jezard,
Courtenay, Atkins, Court.
Lorraine Courtenay lorrainecourtenay67@yahoo.com
Directories show that there were coffee rooms at this address in 1884, proprietor William Ennis, and
dining rooms in 1923, proprietor Albert Grainger, but I am unable to assist Lorraine in finding out the
nature of the establishment or who the clientele may have been.
Martin White
The 1901 Census shows George Cornwell (sic) still at 93 Jamaica Road with his occupation stated as
"Cook at the above". This seems to refer to 91 Jamaica Road where Amelia Louise McKenzie is
classified as "Coffee House Keeper" and wife to William John McKenzie classified as "Butcher". No 91
has Charles Benjamin Walker as "Head" with occupation "Master Butcher". So, was 93 a coffee house or
was 91 a combined butchers and coffee house? Perhaps Amelia and Charles were staying there on
Census night for some reason. I would suggest that the enumerator made an error in transcribing from the
census schedule to the census enumerator's book. Move on to the 1911 Census and we find that at 93
Henry George Edwards is a coffee-house keeper and at 91 we have Frank William Walker as a butcher.
Next door to the coffee house at 95 we find, in the 1891-1911 censuses, a beer house or pub. Plenty to eat
and drink in Jamaica Road!
Derek Kearey
Blackhorse Brewery
I have found my great-great-grandfather in the 1851 census at the Blackhorse Brewery with his wife and
child. I have been unable to find out anything about this brewery and was hoping you would be able to
help. Thomas Pattenden is listed as foreman in the hop warehouse.
Janet Barker auntyjam@hotmail.com
I can find no further mention of this other than the Black Horse Brewery at Maze Pond, Weston Street, in
1841. There is a Blackhorse Yard in the 1881 and 1891 censuses and a Black Horse pub in Tabard Street
now but the name is common for pubs. Probably this was an early brewery that was swallowed up by
larger concerns. However, in the reference work The Brewing Industry: A Guide to Historical Records
(Richmond & Turton), there is no mention of the two big breweries of the area, Courage & Donaldson
and Noakes & Barclay Perkins, taking over a Black Horse Brewery.
Martin White
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ROTHERHITHE & BERMONDSEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
PROGRAMME 2013
2013
30 October:
27 November:
18 December:

Hallowe'en Special: Haunted London Underground - Talk by Alan Brooke
Danger UXB - the Greatest Threat to St Paul's - Talk by Peter Boalch
Christmas Special

Meetings take place on the last Wednesday of every month, except August (no meeting) and December (which is mid-month and
a bit different!). The venue is usually the Time & Talents Centre, The Old Mortuary, St. Marychurch Street, Rotherhithe SE16
4JE; arrive from 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start. We take a refreshment break midway through and our evenings end around 9.3010.00pm. Visitors are welcome but are asked to donate £2.00. In summer (June & July) our meetings take the form of local
walks or visits: meeting points vary but are always close to public transport. You can also view the Programme on:
www.rbhistory.org.uk showing any changes that have to be made at short notice, ie circumstances outside our control. If you
have ideas for future events or any comments please contact chair@rbhistory.org.uk.
The Redriffe Chronicle is the newsletter for members of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society. Opinions
expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society.
Copies of each issue are sent only to those who have registered as members of the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History
Society and who have paid a current subscription. Copies of individual back issues (if available) may be purchased from Richard
Turvey, the Treasurer, at Flat 4, 107 Rotherhithe Street SE16 4NF for £1 plus an A4 size first class SAE.
The Redriffe Chronicle is funded by the Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society and this issue has again been made
possible by generous sponsorship in kind and in cash by donors, some of whom wish to remain anonymous. It is our intention to
maintain the standard of presentation in future issues. There are three ways in which members can assist. Quarter-page
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